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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


SPANISH NEWSPAPER INTERVIEWS PRESIDENT VIOLA 


PM220849 Madrid YA in Spanish 6 Oct 81 p 9 


[Interview with Argentina's President Viola by Manuel Calvo Hernando in Buenos Aires: 
"Our Task Is Not Confined To Eradicating Subversion"; date not specified] 


[Excerpt] [Question] Could you describe the current situation in Argentina for us? 


[Answer] The political, economic and social situation in Argentina currently dis- 
plays the vicissitudes inherent in the thorough transformation which the PRN [pre- 
sumably, National Recovery Plan] was intended to achieve. In fact our task is not 
confined to eradicating subversion but is aimed at removing all those factors which 
since 1930 have prevented political life from proceeding within those parameters of 
stability which are a prerequisite for the genuine development of our potential. In 
order to achieve that aim it is necessary not only to adjust political institutions-- 
government and social and party--as a whole to the times in which we are living, but 
also to transform our production structures in such a way that the Argentine people's 
creative work will not prove unproductive but, on the contrary, enable us to join 
vigorously the group of the world's most advanced nations. Although the cost we 
must fact involves criticism from those sectors which cannot fully understand the 
magnitude of the task, I am quite certain that when this transformation begins to 
produce its results they will end up by accepting and even applauding the efforts 
which have been made. 





[Question] What are the country's prospects? 


[Answer] I believe that the long-term prospects are promising, and I will explain to 
you that, because of a personal mental predisposition, I always attach greater impor- 
tance to what our great aspirations--which sometimes may seem rather renite in time-- 
constitute than to the difficulties which we encounter on our way. Argentina 
possesses great resources, a first-rate population, hard working and prepared to make 
sacrifices for the country, and the material means to be able through their effort 

to transform those resources into a greater and better quality of life for everybody. 
That is why I tell you this is our task, and although short-term problems certainly 
receive my attention, I do not forget that it is this new, powerful and vigorous 
Argentina which must act as the center of gravity of our actions. 


[Question] Have you considered any date for the normalization of the political 
process? 














[Answer] I have said, and I reiterate this, that the normalization of the political 
process involves attaining the aims, part of which I listed to you in my previous 
answer. I am not prepared to hurry any timetable of this kind of my conviction tells 
me that it is not the right time to do so. Tho task with which the armed forces 
have entrusted me and which many of the people share is to establish an extremely 
strong foundation, a democracy which can serve to enable the Argentine people, not 
only of this generation but of others to come, to channel their political life 
through institutions which will really satisfy the needs of a progressive and plural 
society such as ours. We wish to build a democracy which will be a source of pride 
for the Argentine people of the year 2000. As you can see, a task of such magnitude 
cannot be confined to a mere timetable. 


This Is No Crisis 
[Question] What measures are being adopted to resolve the economic crisis? 


[Answer] I have said previously that we should be careful about the use of the 

word "crisis." As [Spanish philosopher and statesman] Ortega said, any crisis is 

the gravest for its contemporaries. Moreover, there are different kinds of crisis. 
Such as, for instance, that of adolescence or growth. But, beyond this digression, 

I would not describe the current economic situation as a “crisis.” And I will ex- 
plain to you why: Using military reasoning, a crisis implies a situation character- 
ized, among other factors, by an absence of reserves. However, Argentina has re- 
serves, and very abundant reserves, of every kind--moral, social and economic. By 
drawing on them I am certain that we will rapidly surmount the current short-term 
situation. As regards specific measures, I can tell you that we have begun by giving 
the peso an appropriate exchange rate. We have also achieved rapidly a quite apprec- 
iable reduction in interest rates. Our foreign currency reserves are increasing 
steadily each month. We are studying a set of measures to make possible a higher 
level of activity for the industrial sector. We are expecting a record harvest. 

But beyond that we are continuing to bear in mind that Argentina of the future which 
is the aim of our efforts. In this connection I can tell you that, together with a 
vigorous reduction of the importance of the public sector in the economy as a whole, 
we are determined to promote full exploitation of many reserves in the fields of 
energy, fisheries, the agricultural industries and many other fields of economic 
activity. 


[Question] Do these measures represent any substantial change in relation to the 
previous government's economic policy? 


[Answer] These measures represent the continuation of an economic philosophy which 
was opportunely explained by the armed forces in 1976. As for implementation, this 
is being adjusted to the current situation which we are experiencing, since actual 
conditions, as you know, are fluid, uncertain and dynamic. Moreover, unintended or 
unwanted effects can often occur in the course of implementing an economic policy. 
That is why it is necessary constantly to monitor the evolution of the situation 
and adopt the measures which circumstances render advisable. 


The "Missing Persons" 


[Question] Has the so-called "missing persons problem" finally been resolved? 











[Answer] The antisubversion war which we have waged has left behind--like all wars-- 
unwanted consequences which the government, as far as possible, is attempting to 
rectify. It is more than obvious to point out that this issue about which you ask 
is especially delicate. The national executive power is following its progress with 
the utmost caution, and is aware that time, everybody's understanding and the desire 
for peaceful coexistence will gradually resolve it adequately. But I also wish to 
point out to you that when we speak of the "missing persons problem" we must be very 
discriminating with respect to the fact that different kinds of case which do not 
fit the same circumstances are being lumped together. How many individuals who 
figure as missing persons are operating throughout the world as part of the inter- 
national of terror? I assure you that there are not a few of them. 


Cortizar, French 


[Question] Do you have any comment to make about the acquisition of French citizen- 
ship by writer Julio Cortazar? 


[Answer] The acquisition of French citizenship by the writer Julio Cortazar is a 
private action on the part of that gentleman on which I do not wish to comment. On 
the other hand, our people, and especially our young people, are increasingly proud 
of their nationality, are deeply moved when signing the verses of our national 
anthem, travel tirelessly to the furthest corners of our fatherland, study its his- 
tory eagerly, are prepared to defend it to the extent of giving their lives for it 
and thank God our Lord for the magnificent legacy which they have received and in 
whose spiritual aspect Spain--the motherland--played such an important part. 


Relations With Spain 


[Question] What is the current state of relations with Spain in the political, 
economic and cultural fields? 


[Answer] Relations with Spain in the economic, political and cultural fields are 
experiencing a particularly fruitful time in all spheres. This is not surprising, 
since we Argentinians have always felt part--and I say this with pride--of everything 
represented by Spanishness. Moreover, it is natural that this should be so, since 
we never forget that the ties which bind us to Spain are--far more than economic-- 
emotional ones, since they are the most direct ties--the ties of kinship. In the 
last analysis, Spain has given us our being, since it handed down to us our language, 
with all the rich treasure house represented by the Spanish language. It taught us 
to worship God and to thank Him constantly for life's gifts. And it handed down to 
us that profound, deep-seated love of the fatherland, which is so much a character- 
istic of yours. That is why on the occasion of the visit with which their majesties 
King Juan Carlos and Queen Sofia honored us, the entire Argentine people turned out 
onto the streets to demonstrate to them in that way all the affection which we feel 
for them and for what they represent. The transition to a democratic system in Spain 
has been observed with great interest in Argentina, and since that is also the inten- 
tion of the armed forces government, it has served and continues to serve us as a 
guide and as an experience for carrying out skillfully the course on which we have 
decided. I believe that exchanges in this respect will continue to increase. I am 
certain that the coming visit to your country by commander in chief of the army and 
member of the Argentine military Junta Lt Gen Leopoldo Fortunato Galtieri will be a 
clear demonstration of our desire for mutual communication. 


lw 























[Question] Is any improvement or perfecting of Spanish-Argentine relations in any 
of these three aspects envisaged? 


Yes, of course, our ties are lively, and that is exactly the opposite of 
Argentina knows that it still has much more to give or receive from 
Spain in all spheres of human activity. There are currently excellent prospects in 
our country for investors in yours, for instance. In the fields of science and 
technology, manufacture and education, there is a whole range of options for inter- 
change which we do not wish, nor should we, to fail to take advantage of. Believe 
me that we firmiy intend to improve and perfect our relations and wish (and we are 
certain that this will be so) to be reciprocated by your government. 


[Answer } 
stagnation. 


CSO: 3010/131 

















COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


BRIEFS 


REVISION OF FINANCIAL SYSTEM--Buenos Aires, 20 Oct (NA)--The Argentine Industrial 
Union [UIA] today officially released a document in which it reauests "the revision 
of the financial system.'' Denounces the "unfulfillment of the objective of reorgan- 
izing the state," and adds that "13 percent of the economically active population 
were underemployed or unemployed by June 1981." The UIA also reported that during 

a press conference to be held tomorrow at 1730 at the UIA building, it will release 
the results of a technical study on the factory situation. The document released 
today was prepared by the UIA in the beginning of October during a meeting of 130 
entrepreneurs held in the city of Cordoba. The report states that the real salaries 
of factory workers dropped 20 percent during the first 7 months of the year and 
states that "between October 1980 and April 1981, the unemployment rate doubled." 
The UIA maintains that between January 1980 and August 1981 the “transfer of revenues 
of the financial system debtors to the suppliers of funds amounts to 18 percent of 
the gross domestic product, excluding 12 percent in real interests annually." 
[Excerpts] [PY211911 Buenos Aires Noticias Argentinas in Spanish 0057 GMT 21 Oct 
81] 


CSO: 3010/131 

















COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


PAPER QUESTIONS PREMIER PRICE'S REPORT ON ECONOMY 
Belize City THE REPORTER in English 13 Sep 81 p 5 


[Text] Premier George Price in his State of the Nation address earlier this week 
struck an upbeat note, reporting that although the development of Belize was not 
an easy task, the government had worked hard and had accomplished much curing 

31 years of peaceful, constructive Belizean revolution. 


The Premier cited the democratic process, a mixed economy and laws of social 
justice as achievements to the credit of his government. On the economic side 
he cited a balanced budget and capital spending amounting to $16.6 million 
financed from Belize's own revenue resources. 


But on closer scrutiny the [word indistinct] are more revealing: 

3 million from recurrent revenue. 

1.3 million from capital revenue to make a total income of 77.6 million. 
From this income the government was able to spend: 

62.8 million on recurrent expenditure, and 


16.6 million on capital (part 11), and still have a surplus of 1.4 million, a 
mathematical impossibility. 


79.4 million. 


The Premier claimed that there had been an improvement of 3.5 per-cent in the real 
gross domestic produce of the country during the fiscal period ending March 31, 1981 
which he attributed to good world prices of sugar, citrus and bananas, but neg- 
lected to say that these favourable gains of a year ago have been more than wiped 
out by the drastic plunges of sugar prices this year which are causing severe 
provlems in the north. 


In marked contrast to the State of the Nation's optimistic note is the report, 
just released, of the Monetary Authority which on its section on public 
financing on page 11 shows the extent of government borrowings on the local 
market to keep its nose above the water. 

















"The first half of the new fiscal year (for which official data are available) 
revealed a deficit on Central Government operations of about $8.5 million. 
Revenue collection during this period was $38.2 million while total expenditure 
was $46.7 million. This was in sharp contrast to a surplus of $2.9 million 
witnessed during the corresponding period of 1979, There was considerable 
delay in reimbursement of expenditure on projects funded by foreign governments 
and institutions. Capital receipts during this period were only 7.2 per-cent 
of the anticipated collections for the year. 


"Financing of the overall deficit was made possible largely through increased 
borrowings from the domestic system. Public Sector's local borrowing rose 
throughout the year and accounted for nearly 56 per-cent of the total expansion 
in gross domestic credit of about 14.8 million. Direct (net) borrowings of 
Government from the commercial banks progressively increased from $4.0 million 
in 1977 to $5.2 million in 1978 to $8.7 million in 1979, In 1980 it showed a 
slight decline to $8.6 million. 


"Thus, over a period of four years (1977 to 1980) direct (net) borrowings of 
Government from the commercial banks rose by over 117 per-cent." 


CSO: 3020/11 











COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


BRIEFS 


MEXICAN AMBASSADOR--Mexico has been the first off the mark in appointing an 
Ambassador to Belize. He is Lic. Pedro Gonzalez Rubio S. (for Sanchez), a 
career diplomat and former Head of the Department of the Americas. Last 
Wednesday His Excellency the Ambassador called on Her Excellency the 
Governor-General Dr. Minita Gordon in Belmopan to present his credentials. 
Dr. Gordon welcomed the new Ambassador, Belize's first, and expressed the 
hope that he would enjoy his stay in Belize. Ambassador Gonzalez Rubio is 

a career diplomat who joined the Foreign Service in 1970. He comes to Belize 
from Mexico City where he has been serving since 1979 as Deputy Director 

for Latin America and the Caribbean in the Political Division st the Mexican 
Foreign Office. He has served in India, Israel and Belgium and at the 
Foreign Office has held the following posts: Head of the Department of 
Treaties, Head of the Department of Europe, Asia, Africa and the Oceanic 
Countries, Head of the Department of the Americas. He was also at one time 
Deputy Director of the Diplomatic Service and Deputy Director of Protocol. 
Ambassador Gonzalez Rubio came to the diplomatic service from a teaching 
background. At the Engineering School of the University of the Americas 

in Mexico he was Co-ordinator of the Department of the Humanities and is an 
expert on the Sociology of Mexico. He is 41. [Text] [Belize City THE REPORTER 
in English 4 Oct 81 p 1] 


CsO: 3020/11 











COUNTRY SECTION CHILE 


"HOY' SCORES GOVERNMENT ECONOMIC POLICIES 
PY202333 Santiago HOY in Spanish 7-13 Oct 81 pp 7-9 
[Article by Ignacio Gonzalez Camus] 


[Excerpts] Through its political speech the current government has ended up by 
proclaiming itself the supreme arbiter of the free market and anti-Marxism. 

The compendium of its speeches has termed it as the light in the darkness of a 
misguided, decadent and accommodating world. There have been cther lights 
which burned out (such as that of General Francisco Franco) but that of Chile 
has continued to shine in the same way. 


But what have we come to now? We have reached a certain mistrust among the 
supporters of the regime, who undermine the foundation of the ideological 
pillars--especially the economic ones. Journalist Silvia Pinto in COSAS 
magazine pointed out that among the junta supporters "there has been a consensus 
on the government's mistakes" and that there is a "common language" in this 
regard. The atmosphere of unrest surfaces in many conversations. 


So now, it seems that the class of the "heretical" has appeared, who wonder 
about those undoubtable, untouchable and immutable truths which conf rm to the 
dogma of the plan. The pro-government criticizers do not question the essence 
of the economic institutionality, but various of its important aspects. 

EL MERCURIO, for example, had strongly supported the fixed rate of exchange. 
At present it considers this fixed rate a component of the whole. 





According to some economists of the opposition, this generalized phenomenon 
probably is due to the fact that many have been harmed in the short term by the 
results of those policies. 





Therefore, the looks are directed toward the cornerstone of that system: the 
chief of state, Gen Augusto Pinochet. He says that his faith is the source 
of his energy and wishes no one to doubt it. This is why he reiterated that 
the economic pattern and finance minister will not be changed. 


He also emphasized that it is not true that the economic team takes one path and 
he another. Everything is approved. He told the incredulous: No sirs, you are 
wrong. Not a single leaf moves in this country unless it is me who is shaking it." 


? 














This emphasis on his centralizing power as a virtual force of nature is accompanied 
by the belief of some of his partisans in destiny and fate. One frequently 

finds among them absolute confidence in the intuition and capacity Pinochet 
supposedly has to overcome adverse situations. Journalist Alexis once said that 
the chief of state "was lucky." 


Edgardo Boeninger, former rector of the University of Chile, holds that at 
present it can be asserted--without any doubt--that the Chilean economic miracle 
no longer exists. Any insignificant crisis has its impact on the whole system. 
And when that happens, the two or three economic groups with most power and 
resources try to get those emergencies resolved. 


He added that the supposed "“automaticness" which the economic pattern has to solve 
the crisis and the belief that state intervention is harmful are other questionable 
myths. In view of the current problems, several formulas to solve the crisis 

are proposed; and as a consequence there is no agreement on points of view. 


From his point of view, this somehow brings a certain degree of political discredit 
on those respvnsible for the dogma. 


There are other proofs of the apparent weakening of the "infallibility" attributed 
to the sy:stem. EL MERCURIO has pointed out that "adverse international economic 
situations have uncovered the frailness of many undertakings and enterprises" 

and advocated corrections which will prevent "indiscriminate permissiveness." 


Former economy minister Pablo Baraona's warning on the future was very clear: 

the economic groups must not forget that "it is not only a question of making 

the maximum profit but, very especially, of taking care of the system." He 
requested the groups to behave. Otherwise, he continued to be markedly antistate: 
We must continue to do away with the areas of enterprises and businesses maintained 
by the state in order to allow the entry of private capital. The groups are short 
of fields to invest in. 


In this regard, Maximiano Errazuriz in his column in LA TERCERA also voiced his 
concern over the future. He sustained that time is running out: There are not 
8 years left but only 4 or 5, at the most, for a "relatively easy" integration 
of the Chileans. 


Within the atmosphere of distrust regarding the dogma, the "hardliners" were not 
very merciful. Gaston Acuna accused the dogmatists ("place-hunting charlatans" 
{"chicharras exitistas"])of trying to link the regime's political destiny to 
mere economic success and of trying to create a materialistic morality. But 
"now they tremble and hesitate with the first shower of rain.... What has 
become of that insolent security they used to have?" 


Other "hardliners'' point out that there already is a relative change and that the 
necessary adjustments to maintain the global policy are being made: larger 
state investments in infrastructure; larger expenses in the social sector; 

and the banks" superintendency law which granted the organization powers to 
strongly interfere in the system. 


LO 





2 














Regarding this latter measure, attributed in the first place to the pressure 
of the "hardliners," it is claimed in well-informed circles that the most 
effective force for its approval came from the international financing 
organizations, somewhat shaken by the bankruptcy of CRAV [Vina Del Mar Sugar 
Refining Company]. 


Other sources are speculating on Pinochet's warning that he is studying a law 
to investigate the origin of the great fortunes (the "multimillions" of the 
multimillionaires). It is believed that this has been promoted by the 
"hardliners." According to the chief of state, it is a project which might 

or might not become a reality. But some economists wonder whether the 
current process of absorption of the bankrupt companies by the groups could 
be considered as one of "enrichment"; and whether the inheritance tax, which 
had disappeared, should be revived in order to investigate the great fortunes. 


The tangible distrust regarding the dogma resulted in a stream of rumors on 
the fate of the finance minister and his team. There was talk about his 
possible dismissal, but Pinochet stopped these rumors with his statements. 


But there are pro-junta circles--the "hardliners"--who insist that, inexorably, 
there will be adjustments in the economic policy. Others have even said that 

at some time we could be faced with an unusual situation: one where the groups 
will end up requesting adjustments to be able to survive because their businesses 
will probably end up aggravating the current conditions. One of the reasons for 
this would probably be the untenable increase of the volume of the irrecoverable 
debts of the banks. 


Anyway, every applause which was heard for the reaffirmation of the current 
economic policy made by Pinochet last week was followed by a "however." 


CSO: 3010/109 
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COUNTRY SECTION CHILE 


CARDINAL MEETS POPE, TO MEET MITTERRAND 
PY212035 Buenos Aires LATIN in Spanish 1830 GMT 20 Oct 81 


[Excerpts] Santiago, Chile, 20 Oct (LATIN-REUTER)--According to a statement 
made here today by the Santiago archbishop, Pope John Paul II said today that 
if Argentina and Chile do not arrive at an understanding over the southern 
border dispute, it will have fatal consequences in Latin America. 


Cardinal Raul Silva Henriquez, chief of the Chilean Catholic Church, this 
morning held a 30-minute meeting with the Pope in his private office in the 
Vatican. 


During a telephone call to a local radio, Msgr Silva Henriquez said that during 
the meeting with the Pope they discussed the Argentine-Chilean border dispute, 
which is under the Pope's mediation. 


Cardinal Silva added: "The Pope expressed his hope that the mediation will be 
successful since he believes that if Chile and Argentina do not arrive at an 
understanding it will be fatal not only for the two countries involved but also 
for all Latin America." 


He noted that the Pope had said that this was the main reason why he agreed in 
1979 to mediate in the border dispute at the request of the Chilean and Argentine 
governments. 


Msgr Silva Henriquez also said that the Pope had requested him to pray for the 
success of the mediation and expressed his hope that the mediation will be 
successful. 


Silva Henriquez also said that he had been invited by French President 
Francois Mitterrand to visit France after the Vatican negotiations to draft 
a new Canon Law end. 


The cardinal did not disclose, however, the exact date of his visit to France, 
but he did say that the French President had already established a date for 
their meeting. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CHILE 


EXPLOSION IN VALPARAISO MARITIME CHAMBER DISCUSSED 
PY161953 Santiago Chile Domestic Service in Spanish 1630 GMT 16 Oct 81 


[Text] A violent explosion occurred today at 0818 in the basement of the 
premises of the maritime chamber of Valparaiso. Three persons were injured, 
including a sub-lieutenant of carabineros. 


According to the version given by (Manuel Velasquez Gimenez), the building's 
guard, an unknown youth handed him a cylindrical package. The package was 
obviously meant for the chamber's chairman, but the guard became suspicious 
and took the package to the basement, leaving it in a trash can. 


The guard then called the carabineros. Sub-lieutenant (Luis Cornejo Rojas), of 
the fourth district, and carabinero (Eduardo Guerrero Aguirre) arrived quickly 
at the chamber's premises. After being informed of the incident, the officers 
went to the basement where they joined (Jorge Jensen), an administrative 
employee of the chamber. While the four persons were next to the trash can in 
the basement of the building, located on Blanco Street, two blocks from 
(Sotomayor) Plaza, the artifact exploded. 


As a consequence of the explosion (Cornejo) suffered leg wounds, the building's 
guard multiple cuts and (Jensen) -uts from the shrapnel. The carabinero was 
not injured. (Cornejo) was admi.ced to the port's naval hospital while the 
other two were taken to a public medicl post. 


(Rodolfo Garcia), the general manager of the maritime chamber, told Radio Nacional 
that he did not believe the crime was committed by former maritime workers. 

He indicated that the crime was planned and carried out by individuals who have 
nothing to do with the chamber and who are taking advantage of the discontent 
over the modifications carried out within the labor system. 


According to a medical report, the three injured persons have been attended 
to and their injuries are not serious. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CHILE 


GOVERNMENT STUDY ON COMPENSATORY TRADE MEASURES 


PY212112 Buenos Aires LATIN in Spanish 0209 GMT 20 Oct 81 





[Excerpt] Santiago, Chile, 20 Oct (LATIN-REUTER)--The Finance Ministry disclosed 
that the Chilean Government today agreed to study compensatory measures to 
counteract the subsidies granted by some countries on products imported by Chile. 


According to the current foreign trade opening, all imported goods have to pay 


a 10 percent import tax, which is something the industrial sectors are complain- 
ing about, 


A communique issued by Finance Minister Sergio de Castro states that the Central 
Bank will analyze and investigate charges of unfair competition as a result of | 
the subsidies granted by other countries on products to be sold to Chile. 


The communique states that these investigations will be carried out as soon as 

it becomes obvious that the national producers are seriously affected. Otherwise 
they will have to continue competing in the internal market with the established 
10 percent import tariff. 


It adds that "the government will proceed to study the implementation of compensa- 
tory measures which will counteract the subsidies through an added tax on the 
subsidized goods," should this abnormal situation prove to exist. 


This is the first time that President Augusto Pinochet's government has agreed 
to interfere in order to modify the regulations of foreign trade, which are 
ruled by free competition within the domestic market. 


So far, the government has answered the requests made by the industrial sectors 
by stating that the local manufacturing sectors should adjust to the regulations 
of foreign competition by updating their production system. 


It has also maintained the dollar exchange rate at 30 pesos to the dollar for 
2 years despite the fact that some exporters have sustained that this is harmful 
for the sales abroad. 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


BRIFFS 


JOINT PEACE EFFORTS--San Jose, 6 Oct (AFP)--Oliver Tambo, president of the African 
National Congress (ANC), and Guillermo Ungo, foremost leader of the Revolutionary 
Democratic Front (FDR) of El Salvador, have agreed to cooperate permanently "toward 
the common objective of peace, justice and liberation of their peoples." Ina 
communique released here today, the FDR states that Ungo and Tambo met to discuss 
the situation of South Africa and Latin America and agreed on the necessity of 
cooperation between the two revolutionary political organizations. According to 
the communique, the ANC president stressed "total support for the struggle of the 
Salvadoran people for a democratic-revolutionary government." Tambo also under- 
scored "the necessity of an all-encompassing political solution to the conflict, 
based on recognition of the popular forces represented by the alliance of the FDR 
and its armed branch, the FMLN, as the political representatives of the Salvadoran 
people." According to the communique, disclosed here by the Agencia Independi-nte 
de Prensa (AIP), linked with the Salvadoran opposition, Ungo "condemned the inhuman 
policy of apartheid of the ignominous regime of South Africa and called on the inter- 
national community to implement the UN resolution demanding sanctions against this 
regime."" [Text] [PA071609 Paris AFP in Spanish 0122 GMT 7 Oct 81] 


BANANA WORKERS' STRIKE--After 18 hours of negotiations in which the labor ministry 
served as mediator, the Banana Development Company, BANDECO, reached an agreement 
with its workers, ending their 2-week strike through the signing of a second 
collective bargaining agreement. The two sides agreed on a 40-percent wage increase 
for the workers, including the minimum wage increase to be established for 1 January 
1982, by the National Wages Council. The workers will also receive different housing 
and various economic, labor and union benefits. [PA081508 San Jose Radio Reloj in 
Spanish 1130 GMT 7 Oct 81] 


NEW DEPUTY ECONOMY MINISTER--(Manuel Guevara) was sworn in this afternoon as the 
new deputy economy, industry and commerce minister. He replaces (Jorge Cespedes) 
who resigned last week to dedicate himself tc private activities. [PA021344 San 
Jose Reloj in Spanish 0100 GMT 2 Oct 81] 


COFFEE REGULATION COMMISSION--The government has created a commission to regulate 
coffee marketing. The decree creating it has been published in the official 
GAZETTE. The commission will exert control over all mechanisms connected with 
coffee marketing because there is poor coordination among bodies connected with 
this function. [PA021344 San Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 0100 GMT 1 Oct 81] 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


HAVANA PESSIMISTIC ON OUTCOME OF CANCUN SUMMIT 
PA201404 Havana International Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 20 Oct 81 
["“World Events" commentary] 


[Text] The speech made last Thursday in Philadelphia by U.S. President Ronald Reagan 
has triggered deep concern across the entire world regarding the possibilities on 
the north-south dialogue to be held this week on the Mexican Island of Cancun. 


Of course, not even the most naive think the Cancun talks will resolve in a satis- 

factory way the negative economic situation of the developing countries which is a 

consequence of the unfair rate of exchange imposed by the industrialized capitalist 
countries. 


But it could be expected that the meeting on this Mexican island will not result in 
a simple dialogue among the deaf. And this is precisely what is presaged by Reagan's 
speech in Philadelphia. 


The U.S. president clearly said in Philadelphia, just 1 week before the Cancun dia- 
logue, that the United States is not willing to improve its economic and commercial 
relations with the developing countries. Referring to this issue, Reagan said that 
among the fundamental measures to be adopted by his government regarding the nations 
of the so-called third world, is the improvement of the climate that prevails in those 
countries regarding the investment of the transnational enterprises. 


The words of the White House chief cannot be more discouraging since these invest- 
ments are one of the basic causes of the poverty, imbalances and deformations of 
the economies of the developing countries, which will be represented at Cancun by 
14 states from all the continents. 


This simple piece of information reveals the magnitude of the problem. Within the 
1970 to 1978 period, U.S. transnational corporations invested $8.7 billion in the » 
underdeveloped countries and obtained profits of $39 billion. That is, for every 
dollar they invested, they got $2.40. And, as Ronald Reagan says, the United States 
wants these already intolerable conditions to become even more profitable in the 
future. 


During his peeech last Thursday at the world affairs council in Philadelphia, Ronald 


Reagan also cautioned that his government will propose at Cancun the expansion of 
the system of generalized preferences. Through this medium, the industrialized 


capitalist countries unilaterally modify, and only for their advantage. The customs 
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for importations from developing countries which depend economically on their supply 
of raw materials. In other words, Reagan announces that the United States will 
continue to pay the prices it deems appropriate for the products it imports from 

the underdeveloped countries, prices which are increasingly lower and which cause 
the extraordinary imbalances in the: third world's commercial exchange and, conse- 
quently, its unbearable foreign debt. 


It is a death blow by imperialist exploitation to the just aspirations of the 
impoverished countries which clamor for a new international economic order. 


President Reagan says no to the mass transfer of capital to the developing nations 
and, at the same time, fosters the increase of private investments, which would mean 
an even greater sacking of these countries’ natural resources. 


As the saying goes, you cannot grow pears on an oak tree, but President Reagan must 
bear in mind that the situation of over 100 underdeveloped countries needs urgent 
solutions. Closing one's eyes to this truth would not only be political myopia, but 
also in defiance of humankind and a new threat to world peace. 


The responsibility for these crimes would fall on the Washington government. 


CSO: 3010/135 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


HAVANA COMENTS ON BUSH'S LATIN AMERICAN TOUR 
PA191255 Havana International Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 19 Oct 81 
{"Our America" commentary] 


[Text] We have been receiving extensive and detailed information on the recent 
visit by George Gush, U.S. vice president and former chief of the sinister U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency, CIA, to the Dominican Republic and Colombia. The 
truth is chat the imperialist representative did not actually visit these two coun- 
tries, but their pro-Yankee regimes. 


George Bush arrived in the Dominican Republic on 11 October. A week before his 
arrival, however, Santo Domingo and other cities of that country were the scene of 
popular meetings and demonstrations in protest of the visit by a genuine represen- 
tative of the aggressive and interventionist policy currently displayed by the U.S. 
Government, which is directed particularly against the Central American and Cari- 
bbean countries. 


Naturally, Silvestre Antonio Guzman, the obedient Dominican servant of Washington, 
ordered the repression of the demonstrators, the arrest of the rebels and the dis- 
play of a spectacular security system, by which members of the armed forces and the 
police, together with a large number of CIA agents, practically militarized the 
city of Santo Domingo. The Dominican people's rejection of Bush's presence in a 
country so often violated by Yankee marines was so intense that the visit to 
Santiago de Los Caballeros planned by the U.S. vice president had to be cancelled 
and the universities and other schools were ordered closed, to avoid massive student 
demonstrations and demands that the unwanted visitor get out of the country, that 
the United States keep its hands off El Salvador, along with other anti-imperialist 
sentiments. 


The unpwpular Dominican Government, naturally, prevented these demonstrations as 
Bush and his group were transferred from the Las Americas Airport to the city of 
Santo Domingo, protected by a heavy cordon of repressive agents, which blocked 
traffic and dispersed the crowds. 


During his visit George Bush praised the democracy existing in that Caribbean 
country, the very democracy that permits Silvestre Antonio Guzman to brutally re- 
press any anti-imperialist protest by his people, foices him to become an accom- 
plice to the bloody Haitian dictator, Jean Claude Duvalier, and encourages him to 
repeatedly adopt anti-Cuban attitudes, such as refusing visas to Cuban athletes, 
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trainers and officials, thus preventing them from attending sports events or inter- 
national meetings in Santo Domingo and other Dominican cities. 


No less severe, and indeed rather strict, were the security measures established to 
protect the U.S. vice president during his 22-hour stay in Colombia, where not even 
reporters were able to approach him. Bush arrived at a militarized Bogota on 13 
October. Once again for security reasons--which we would describe as fear of the 
Colombian people's indignation--his planedid not land at the capital's international 
airport but at an air force base, from which he was taken to the government palace 
by helicopter. There he met with another Latin American servant of Washington, 
President Julio Cesar Turbay Ayala. 


Although the topics discussed by Bush and his servile host were not officially 
revealed, it was learned that, just as in the Dominican Republic, the two engaged 
in an exchange of all kinds of lies and slanders against Cuba and the USSR, while 
the Washington spokesman tried to justify his government's aggression against 
Nicaragua and Grenada and its shameless intervention in El Salvador. 


During Bush's visit to the governments of the Dominican Republic and Colombia, U.S. 
imperialist policy was again supported by Guzman and Turbay Ayala, while the peoples 


of the two countries clearly expressed their rejection of the representative of 
that brutal and repressive power of the north that scorns then. 


CSO: 3010/137 


19 




















COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


U.S. ‘AGGRESSIVE’ LATIN AMERICAN POLICY VIEWED 
PA200355 Havana International Service in Spanish 2310 GMT 19 Oct 81 
["Our America" commentary ] 


[Text] The hawk view military maneuvers from 7 to 9 October by U.S. and Honduran 
forces. Close to the Nicaraguan shores, are part of Washington's plans to reacti- 
vate the ailing Central American Defense Council [CONDECA] and to involve the re- 
actionary Honduran, Salvadoran and Guatemalan armed forces in the Pentagon's 
aggressive plans against the Nicaraguan revolution. 





Besides holding these hostile maneuvers, there are other unmistakable indications 
that the United States is intensifying its preparations to attack Nicaragua. 


Imperialism is intensifying its propaganda campaign against the Sandinist Govern- 
ment, counterrevolutionary activities of the former Somozist guards stationed in 
Honduras are increasing and Washington is increasing the shipment of modern weapons 
to Central American dictatorial regimes. 


While implementing these aggressive plans, U.S. imperialism is not resting in its 
vast campaign to destabilize the Nicaraguan revolutionary process as was recently 
revealed in Managua by former CIA agent Philip Agee, well aware of the criminal, 
subversive and terrorist activities of this U.S. intelligence organization which 
he served for over a decade. 


As long as Reagan does not get the crazy idea of invading Nicaragua, Agee said in 

a news conference, the CIA will continue promoting internal counterrevolution in 
the country and will do all in its power to destabilize the Sandinist Government. 
Among these plans, the former CIA agent mentioned the intensive international 
slander campaign waged by the United States so that the socialist international 
will withdraw its support of Nicaragua and so that credit organizations will refuse 
it any loan. 


The U.S. CIA, Philip Agee added, will continue promoting border provocations by 
former Somozist guards stationed in Honduras. It will try as it has unsuccessfully 
done so far, to divide the FSLN leaders and even try to murder them and other govern- 
ment officials. 
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Agee also said that another CIA method used in destabilizing regimes was the pene- 
tration of the country's information media. As far as I am concerned, he emphasized, 
I would be greatly surprised if Managua's la Prensa had not been infiltrated already 


by the CIA. 


Finally Philip Agee emphasized that peoples must be familiar with the details of 
this espionage organization, discover its agents and be on the alert, so that the 
White House, Pentagon and U.S. people realize that a military intervention against 
Nicaragua or another Central American nation would have a high cost in lives of 


U.S. citizens. 


In regards to the hawk view maneuvers, an obvious rehearsal of a U.S. invasion of 
Nicaragua, we must remember that some weeks ago during the Caribbean part of the 
ocean enterprise 81 military maneuvers the Pentagon carried out in Puerto Rican 
waters a rehearsal of invasion of Grenada and a massive landing of marines at the 
Guantanamo Naval Base located in a territory occupied by the United States against 
the will of the Cuban people and government. 


What Washington seems to forget, in spite of its not too distant debacle in Vietnan, 
is that in Cuba, Nicaragua and Grenada there are invincible revolutionary people 
who would rather die 1,000 times than to return to shameful pasts. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


COMMENTARY SCORES REAGAN'S VIEWS ON NUCLEAR WAR 
FL221552 Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish 1310 GMT 22 Oct 81 


[Unattributed commentary ] 





[Text] In a desperate effort to calm the unanimous condemnation elicited by his 
remarks on a limited war in Europe, the U.S. president has said--shortly before 
leaving for Cancun--that a nuclear threat against Europe would be considered as 
a threat against the United States. 


Aside from the fact that no one has threatened NATO member countries and that, 
instead, it is the NATO countries themselves that have been going along with the 
U.S. game of indulging in an unbridled arms race, Reagan's clarification has 
obviously come a little late. 


The entire U.S. Government propaganda apparatus has now undertaken the task of 
denying what hundreds of journalists heard, claiming that the newsmen have misin- 
terpreted President Reagan. To contradict itself seems to be the norm of the dis- 
credited imperialist power. What is true--and the NATO member countries are well 
aware of this--is that the United States will sacrifice its allies if necessary. 


Furthermore, what is the objective of the uncontrolled arms race undertaken by the 
current U.S. administration? Retractions and explanations are to no avail. Not 
even the meeting of NATO defense ministers held in Scotland was free from the doubts 
sowed in the minds of all Europeans by the remarks of the U.S. president. To serve 
as cannon fodder to benefit others is a rather sad role and, despite Caspar Wein- 
berger's efforts to minimize President Reagan's remarks, Reagan's words hang like 

a sword over the heads of the European peoples. Could Reagan possible believe that 
he might be unharmed by a nuclear war? He must be crazy to believe that. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


"OUR AMERICA" SCORES REPRESSION OF COLOMBIAN STRIKE 
PA211440 Havana International Service in Spanish 2310 GMT 20 Oct 81 
[Our America” commentary ] 


[Text] The national civic strike called for this Wednesday in Colombia has per- 
mitted us, among other ctnings, to confirm that the government headed by President 
Julio Cesar Turbay Ayala is moving more toward Fascism every day. 


Reports from Bogota, the Colombian capital, reveal that on the eve of the great labor 
mobilization over 100 labor leaders were arrested by the repressive forces. Simul- 
taneously, there has been an intensification across this South American nation of 
threatening military measures to frighten the workers struggling to improve their 
economic and social situation. 


The repressive measures are especially intense in Bogota, which in the past few days 
gives the impression of a city that has been militarily occupied. Soldiers equipped 
with rifles and teargas grenades and escorted by armored and armed vehicles are 
patrolling the streets of the Colombian capital, raiding homes and capriciously 
arresting citizens considered to be suspicious. 


It is true that for the past three decades, there has existed in Colombia an almost 
uninterrupted state of siege imposed by the ruling governments trying to stem the 
struggle of the people in defense of their most elemental citizen rights. 


But since 1978, when President Turbay Ayala assumed power, this situation has 
become worse, especially after the government issued the so-called security statute, 
which fosters greater intervention by the military commands in the state apparatus. 


Under the protection of this extreme repressive measure, the Colombian military 
forces have arrested in the past 3 years thousands of popular fighters, many of whom 
have been savagely tortured and murdered. Killing those who oppose the government 
has become a daily practice that is expanding constantly. 


Recently, the Communist Party of Colombia revealed in a document that groups organ- 
ized by the high military commands of Colombia have assassinated over 60 members of 
this political organization in the past 8 months. The document gives the names of 
the victims and the way in which they were assassinated. The procedures used to kill 
these persons in no way differs from the practices used by the repressive forces of 
El Salvador, Guatemala, Uruguay, Chile and other nations of Latin America which have 
been universally condemned for their brutal and permanent violation of human rights. 
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It is very ‘significant that the increasing repression and crime in Colombia has been 
accompanied by the increasingly aggressive, threatening and criminal guidelines of 
the policy of U.S. imperialism. 


The government of Colombia has quickly been converted into an unconditional satellite 
of the Washington government, both in its domestic and foreign policy. Using the 
same pretexts traditionally employed by the United States to try to isolate the 
Cuban Revolution from the rest of the continent, Julio Cesar Turbay Ayala's govern- 
ment severed diplomatic relations with Cuba after shamefully lending itself to the 
imperialist maneuver to block the legitimate right of the Cuban delegation to a 

seat on the UN Security Council. 


Totally submissive to the directions of Washington, the present Colombian Government 
is increasing its repression against the people, who demand solution of their gravest 
economic and social problems. This is the path being taken by Turbay Ayala toward 
Fascist positions, a route already taken many times in histor, by treacherous, in- 
capable and irresponsible rulers which has always led them to defeat. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


U.S. PLANS FOR RADIO FREE CUBA DENOUNCED 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 13 Sep 81 pp 14-15 
[Article by Elpidio Valdivia] 


[Text] On 1 September, official delegations representing Cuba and the United 
States issued statements in Washington expressing their satisfaction with the 
outcome of talks held concerning mutual radio interference. 


That same day, also in the American capital, a spokesman for the State Department 
admitted that they were working feverishly to construct a powerful radio station 
that would be used to harass Cuba. 


Reporting on this unusal incident, the French news agency AFP said that the 
announcement came "at a time when the two countries are discussing technical 
solutions to avoid radio interference." 


The dispatch went on to say that the Cuban delegation had analyzed the problem 
with Federal Communications Commission officials, and a spokesman for the Cuban 
interest section in Washington declared that the talks may continue here or in 
Havana. 

it 
A spokesman for the International Communication.~Agency of the same State Depart- 
ment--AFP said further--termed the technical talks "good and fruitful" and added, 
"Both parties were happy with the progress made toward identification of possi- 
ble options." 


At the same time, a dispatch by the U.S. agency AP reported that Dean Fischer, 
spokesman for the State Department, “officially confirmed that the United States 
is actively considering the possibility of beaming special radio transmissions 
toward Cuba as one of the measures designed to increase American pressure on the 
regime of President Fidel Castro." 


Five days earlier, the Spanish agency EFE had warned from Washington that the 
White House was considering the creation of a radio station directed toward Cuba 
that would primarily broadcast news of the internal affairs of that Caribbean 


archipelago. 
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"This plan to invade Cuba by the airwaves," the dispatch said, would be the same 
as that operating in Eastern Europe through Radio Free Europe and in the Soviet 
Union with Radio Liberty; and "it is one of the Reagan administration's highest- 
priority projects." 


EFE then pointed out that those two radio transmitters directed toward the USSR 
and the other European socialist countries "were initially financed by the Ameri- 
can Central Intelligence Agency" (CIA). 


Moreover, the Soviet agency TASS reported from New York that the well-known 
American columnist Jack Anderson had written that, since May, the director of the 
CIA had drawn up a list of countries that are to be the object of "special 
attention" from that organization, and Cuba is one of the first nations appearing 
on that blacklist. 


Nearly 3 months ago, on 17 June, the American Senate approved an amendment by 
member Jesse Helms--notorious for his ultraright stance--to the bill concerning 
State Department appropriations, empowering the United States Government to create 
the "Free Cuba" station. 





td 


Furthermore, Helms proposed to the senators that all the programing by the White 


House broadcasting station, the Voice of America, be incorporated with that of 
the so-called Radio Free Cuba. 


At the same time, an interdepartmental group was created composed of representa- 
tives of the Board for International Broadcasting, International Communication 
Agency, and the National Security Council, and it was studying the organizational 
structure and the programing for its broadcasts to Cuba. 


"After all, the Cuban people deserve more complete information about conditions 
in that country and about the activities of the Castro regime," a State Depart- 
ment official was quoted by the AP as saying on 31 August. 


Other news agencies added that an amendment similar to the one approved by the 
Senate in June is being discussed now by the House of Representatives and that, 
if the bill is approved, the anti-Cuban broadcasting station would be located 
in the American state of Florida or on one of the Caribbean islands. 


Recently, the bulletin WEST WATCH, published by the right-wing Council for 
Inter-American Security, reported that for a long time "pirate" radio stations 
run by the Cuban terrorist organizations Alpha 66 and Abdala have been triunm- 
phantly operating on United States territory. 


In the opinion of some analysts, the radio project now being promoted by Helms 
and other prominent ultrarightists in the Republican administration is a part of 
the "short-term" measures against Cuba referred to in the past by the American 
secretary of state, Alexander Haig. 


According to Haig, those steps have already been approved, and henceforth they will 


shift to consideration of “long-term" measures, from which military confrontation 
is not being excluded, according to the NEW YORK TIMES. 
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Inan effort to justify the drawing up of this policy, Haig stated that it was ne- 
cessary to “adopt measures against the source of instability in the region." 


Shortly thereafter, on 1 September, the State Department asserted that American 
intelligence agencies had detected the presence of "at least some" Cuban advisers 
in El Salvador, where they were operating with the guerrilla fighters. 


Both assertions were soundly refuted . .. in the first case, by the president of 
Mexico, Jose Lopez Portillos, and in the second, by a clear, unqualified state- 
ment by the Revolutionary Government of Cuba. 


Lopez Portillo said on 31 August, when addressing his country's Congress, that 
"there can be no stability, democracy, and reduction of tension without attack- 
ing the economic and social causes of the problems oppressing the region," 

words that exposed the /true source/ [in boldface] bandied about so often by Haig 
and his acolytes. 


Regarding the alleged presence of Cuban advisers among the Salvadoran guerrillas, 
the statement by the Cuban Government referred to above said in part: 





"We have caught Haig and the United States Government in a flagrant lie. We call | 
upon Mr Haig and his government, before the eyes of the world and of the United | 
States itself, to provide the least bit of proof of these statements." 


Fifteen months ago, a group of advisers of the so-called Santa Fe Committee for 
the United States Inter-American Security Council drew up a plan concerning 
what the country's Latin-American policy should be. 


In one part, that document said: 





"Among other measures, Radio Free Cuba will be created under the open responsi- 
bility of the United States Government. It will broadcast objective information 
to the Cuban people which, among other things, points out the costs of Havana's 
sacrilegious alliance with Moscow." 


The proposal then recommended: "If propaganda fails, a war of liberation should 
be launched against Castro." 


Significantly, some of the members of this group of advisers became prominent 
members of the country's new administration following the Republican victory 
in November of that year. 


The Santa Fe Committee's plan, now duplicated as a government plan in Washington, 
constitutes a virtual act of aggression. 


Moreover, as lawyers versed in international law have indicated, it constitutes 
a gross violation of the UN Charter and of the 1965 Declaration Concerning the 
Unacceptability of Intervention in the Internal Affairs of States and Protection 
of their Independence and Sovereignty, as well as the Statement of Principles 
of International Law, of 1970, the latter two also having been approved by the 
United Nations. 
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Assessing this shameless behavior by White House officials, the American news- 
paper the CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR concluded in August that, despite requests 
by Mexico and other countries that the United States seek an understanding with 
the Cuban regime, Washington is apparently determined to continue pursuing a 
"hard line” with Havana. 


The aforementioned statement by the Cuban Government regarding Washington's 
latest steps notes, "Among other objectives, there is a clear intention to 
re-escalate its aggressive actions and its cowardly threats against our homeland." 


This assessment finds support when psychological warfare against our country 
through the radio is announced, linked with the latest American military provo- 
cations along the Libyan coast and near the Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea, while they spread their protective mantle over the clumsy aggression by 
the South African racists against Angola. 


The old dream of the team of Santa Fe cave-dwellers, now become a project blessed 
by the American Senate, constitutes a dangerous, unacceptable plan, a provocation. 


We have a new chapter in a history of over 20 years of economic blockade, threats, 
and criminal aggression, with the added aggravating circumstance of their being 
carried out now by a group of leaders that boasts of advancing along a line that 
increases the possibilities of creation of areas of confrontation at various 
points in the world. 


However, we are not afraid of them; we have defeated them thus far on all fields, 
and we have the spirit and the means necessary to resist and overcome. 


9085 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


TASKS FOR 1981-82 TRAINING YEAR IN FAR EXPLAINED 


Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 6 Sep 81 pp 54-55 





[Article by Lesmes La Rosa] 


[Text] With the stimulus of celebration of the 25th anniversary of the landing 
of "Granma," and in fulfillment of the resolutions adopted at the Second Party 
Congress, the units of the Revolutionary Armed Forces [FAR] havegivena jubilant 
welcome to the 1981-82 Training Year. 


The Revolution has taught us that, in general, what has been accomplished always 
seems little to us in comparison with what we want and need to do. However, it 
should be noted that during the training year just concluded, the FAR carried out, 
with honor, dedication, and skill, numerous tasks intended to improve their com- 
bat preparedness. 


It was clear that the leaders and different levels of staff as well as the party 
organizations and the UJC [Union of Young Communists] worked effectively to 
carry out the missions given our military institution by the party, the com- 
mander in chief, and the minister of the Revolutionary Armed Forces. 


The maneuvers held at various levels demonstrated once more the skill acquired by 
the command organs and officers in the carrying out of the complex missions 
arising from the needs of modern combat. The ideological work also was more ex- 
tensive and was strengthened; and its prospects for the future are magnificent. 


The work of the FAR in the organization and training of the Territorial Militia 
has been significant. The latter constitute the essential complement to the 
country's defense system. 


It can be asserted that the 1980-81 Training Year proved fruitful for our Revo- 
lutionary Armed Forces. The year's achievements have created a solid founda- 
tion for still further improvement of combat and political preparedness and of 
field training of the un.ts during the new period that has begun. 


On 2 December, the FAR will mark 25 years of existence. Concerning their ongo- 
ing improvement, our commander in chief has said: 


"Today we possess armed forces equipped with the most modern armaments, endowed 
with iron discipline. And something else still more important, if possible: 
They have a true revolutionary culture; they have a political ideology: the 
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ideology of the exploited and oppressed classes: Marxism-Leninism and 
internationalism." 


At present, more favorable conditions exist for the strategic deployment of the 
defense of national territory. As a result, the FAR are being given new, more 
complex missions in this training year. 


The chief effort is being focused on fulfilling what was approved in the Primary 
Report to the Second Party Congress with respect to "continuing to improve mobi- 
lization and combat preparedness, completing and consolidating its structure at 
all levels, and devoting special attention to total facility with the armaments 
and existing technology as well as the technology received in the future. 

At the same time, the training of leaders and staff members should continue to 
improve, in keeping with advances in modern military science, as should improved 
combat preparedness." 


Fulfillment of these tasks is especially relevant this year, for the Revolution- 
ary Armed Forces are marking a quarter of a century of defense of the homeland 
and of socialism. 





A section of the party mandate to the FAR emphasizes the devoting of "special 
attention to total facility with the armaments and technology. ..." That 
is in keeping with the needs of modern combat. 


That element is essential for improvement of our combat preparedness, for only 
thus does each member of the military study and become familiar with improve- 
ment of his weapon and become trained in use of technology in order to have them 
always ready to carry out any mission. 


It must also be borne in mind that the FAR are equipped with new weaponry charac- 
terized by its high firepower, maneuverability, and the complexity of its 
components. 


In this training year, preparation of leaders, staffs, and officers in general is 
being stepped up. Their professional military level is an important part of the 
units’ capability and combat preparedness. This is expecially true if we consi- 
der that under present combat conditions victory goes to the party possessing 
superior military and moral qualities, the party best and most quickly organiz- 
ing and directing combat maneuvers and knowing how to effectively use war 
materiel and weaponry. 


Equally important are the holding of maneuvers and field training for units. 
Given their similarity to actual combat, these activities constitute true schools 
that improve the preparation and combat skill of the personnel in every specialty. 


An ongoing task for the FAR is training of the Territorial Militia, which with 
the regular and reserve units “are to make up our Revolution's great people's 


army." 
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Owing to its hroad prospects, ideological work is moving into greater undertak- 
ings because, as was noted at the National Seminar on Propaganda, Agitation, 

and Mass Cultural Work, its institutions "have been functioning for 20 years or 
nearly that, and because during that period the cadres in charge and the politi- 
cal workers have accumulated broad experience and have achieved results that 
can be seen in the growth of the FAR and in the carrying out of all tasks.” 


In the context of the present-day world, the imperialists have expanded their 
policy of threats and aggression. Consequently, we have an ongoing mission of 
increasing our defensive capacity and being prepared not only for action by 
regular troops but also for battle involving all the people. Regarding this, 
Commander in Chief Fidel Castro has said: 


"Our homeland has to be a bone that is very hard for the Yankee imperialists' 
teeth to gnaw, and a fishbone that sticks in their throat if they try to swallow 
us.” 


In every military unit, there is feverish activity aimed at carrying out pro- 
grams. Will, tenacity, and hard work are combined so that our combat and poli- 
tical preparation and combat preparedness in this 1981-82 Training Year are 
worthy of the 25th anniversary of the landing of "Granma" and of Revolutionary 
Armed Forces Day. 


9085 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


DOMESTIC TRADE MINISTRY OFFICIAL DISCUSSES SERVICES 
Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish 4 Sep 81 p 32 


[Interview with Isidro Contreras, Vice Minister for services, Ministry of Domestic 
Trade, by Alberto Pozo; date and place not given] 


[Text] The repair of electrical home appliances, laundry and dry-cleaning estab- 
lishments, refrigerators, barbershops, hairdressers, photographic supplies, watches-- 
in short, that multi-faceted world of services, that direct and constant confronta- 
tion with the consumer, that sensitive, one-to-one familiarity repeated thousands of 
times a day. 


From such a kaleidoscope, friends, we present a summarized view taken from an ex- 
change of ideas with Comrade Isidro Contreras Perez, vice minister of domestic trade 
for services and local industries. 


"That services have not been offered efficiently enough," Contreras told us at the 
outset, "can be concluded from the call for improvemfnt by the Eighth Plenum of the 
Central Committee. Our most critical point, particularly in the city of Havana, 

is repair services for electrical home appliances. This is partly due to the large 
number of television sets districuted in recent years. We can say that there are 
approximately 8 sets to every 10 electrical repair centers. The breakdown index 
shows an average of 60 percent per year--almost 60 sets out of every 100 break down 
each year. The shops were not supplying services. Service is improving with the 
current expansion of the material base of the shops, the leveling off of purchases 
of television sets throughout the year because of the exemption of this product, the 
injection of trained young people, a greater supply of spare parts and in general 
with the development of the entire country." 


[Question] And how about the heart of the home: the refrigerator? 


[Answer] (He smiles with satisfaction.) I have some good news for you: every 
problem, except for the outside of the body is practically solved, even in the city 
of Havana. The pressure of having 300,000 old American-manufactured refrigerators 
still in use, as well as the lack of trained personnel in some provinces, was pre- 
venting us from getting on top of this problem. In addition, the consumer is now 
asking for a change of gas or of gaskets, a new machine--in short, the refrigerators 
are already becoming less of a problem. 
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[Question] We have noted the proliferation of minor watch-repair centers... 


[Answer] More than 12 repair booths have been established in the city of Havana, 
where the service is harder to obtain. Fach center performs 50 to 60 minor watch 
repairs daily. They have helped to alleviate pressure on the shops and therefore 
will be extended gradually to all the provinces. In any case, although the service 
is improving, the situation is not easy: we sell 800,000 new watches annually. 

We are strengthening the material base and adding trained workers constantly. We 
are working on these two premises to improve service by the end of the year, since 
at present it is deficient. The people are always going to demand a greater effort 
from us, and they have a perfect right to do so: it is our job to understand it that 
way and to act upon it. 


[Question] And other areas? 


[Answer] There are no great problems in other areas. On the contrary it is interest- 
ing to note the reduced demand for hairdressing services. This is due to competition 
from other options; the peasant market, the farm market, exempt clothing. We are 
entering a phase of necessary sales effort. However, we must alsounote that there is 
some shortage of products in our hairdressing shops, and therefore the country is 
making an effort to improve this situation. 


[Question] Local industries are making an impact.... 


[Answer] In 1980 they produced 140 million pesos worth of merchandise, more than 
double that of 1977. They have made a response to work in the home. Production, 
which for an entire phase was lagging, has been recuperating: graters, fry-pans, 
flit-guns...This production is supported and encouraged by a line of shops--already 
more than 50--throughout the country. In addition, export sales, exchange and 
tourism are adding millions of pesos. 


[Question] It is your job also to encourage secondary production.... 


[Answer] I must confess that little has been done to date. But we do have the 

front open. We are beginning to follow a broad and promising path. Most of the 
large, medium and small factories ‘can and must develop secondary production, not 

only as an economic necessity, but for the direct benefit of the people. We must 
help immediately to create better incentives for this production, to assure and 
hasten its commercialization and, finally, to make it better understood. I believe 
that by the end of the 5-year period this production will have reached an appreciable 
volume. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


FACTORY PRODUCING BOILERS FOR SUGAR INDUSTRY 
Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish 4 Sep 81 pp 38-40 


[Text] Manufacture of the first Cuban steam boiler, with a capacity of 25 tons per 
hour at 18 atmospheres of pressure per square centimeter, is already a tangible 
reality in the factory being built for this type of equipment in the city of Sagua 
la Grande, in Villa Clara. 


That industry is part of the package of measures needed to further the modernization 
and expansion of existing sugar mills and to produce almost all the parts for the 
assembly of mills which are completely Cuban, in accordance with plans for economic 
development. 


This is in line with the very complex program of economic integration of the CEMA 
countries, an organization which decided to grant Cuba the status of chief supplier 
of sugar for the community of socialist countries. | | 


Work has already started in the various shops of the factory on the production of 
domes and other highly complex elements for the boilers, which will be 16.6 meters 
tall (a height equal to that of a five-story building), 10.6 meters wide and 5.7 
meters deep. 


The Sagua la Grande plant employs 361 workers, 16 percent of them mid-level tech- 
nicians and university-trained professionals. The work force will virtually double 
in the 5-year period, with a view to producing a maximum of 30 boilers per year. 


On the production line, work is being done on the CV-25-19 boiler, and later others 
will be manufactured with a top capacity of 45 tons of steam per hour and 18 or 28 
atmospheres, while plans are being made for a 90-ton unit, which is also feasible 
to construct with the same instrumentation. 


At this stage, which includes investments of more than 20 million pesos, they wiil 
produce all the most complex elements, as well as some of the more simple ones. 
The project is being completed with some imported instruments, electrical elements, 
special bricks and other materials. 


This means that 85 percent of the boiler parts will be cast or machined here in 
Cuba, and the remaining 15 percent will be imported from the convertible exchange 
area for an investment of some $50,000 per boiler. 


3h . 














During the second stage, which is expected to be completed within the 5-year period, 
progress will be made gradually toward production of most of the elements we now 
need to import, such as suction and forced air fans and other, less important con- 4 
ponents. 





The upper and lower domes of the boilers will be produced in Cuba for the first 
time in these shops, as well as the air heaters, columns, conduits, air vents and 
other parts for the completion of that complex equipment, which weighs almost 300 
tons. 


According to information supplied by Luis Delmas Perez, director of the Mechanical 
Construction Enterprise, Boiler Factory, a st.eam-generating machine like the CV-25-18 
costs about 1 million pesos in the foreign market, which gives an idea of the sub- 
stantial savings for the country in foreign exchange. 


Four principle wings are being constructed in the 140,000-square-meter area: for 
production, the power system, warehouses, social and administrative buildings and 
an open storage area and green areas, among other things. 


Delmas Perez explained that the Soviet Union produced a prototype oi this boiler 

which was tested at the Amancio Rodriquez Sugar Mill in Las Tunas and proved to be 
highly efficient and to have possibilities for the automation of all its processes ) 
without any loss in yield. | 


These include devices for mechanical extraction of the ash; the feeding system is 
highly satisfactory, and the furnace utilizes well the heat radiated in its interior, 
according to the tests. 


This type of generating unit delivers from 2.4 to 2.6 tons of steam from 1 ton of 
bagasse, raising its efficiency to 80 percent, while other types of boilers in the 
country give only 2 tons of steam per unit of bagasse consumed. 


Thus, this boiler, planned by Cuban specialists with the advice of Soviet tech- 
nicians, is of great value in the development of the sugar industry, inasmuch as it 
is the heart of the production plant. 


This complex power generator, starting with the vaporization of water, has its own 
characteristics, such as its great durability, and it is taking its place among 
much older technological media, since it is reported that there are in this country 
boilers which have been working continuously for a century or more. 


Its manufacture in Cuba opens the doors to its export, since its qualities can 
compete with those of similar boilers from highly developed industrial countries. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


Ff 


BRIEFS 


MESSAGE SENT TO LOPEZ PORTILLO--Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, vice president of Cuba's 
councils of state and ministers, has met with Mexican President Jose Lopez Portillo, 
to whom he delivered a message from Cuban President Fidel Castro. Carlos Rafael 
Rodriquez arrived in Mexico City Monday night and shortly after his arrival he 
visited the headquarters of the Institutional Revolutionary Party [PRI], where PRI 
presidential candidate Miguel de La Madrid Hurtado has his office. Approached by 
reporters at the end of his visit there, the Cuban leader said that during his talks, 
Miguel de La Madrid defined his presidential plans in two words: continuity and con- 
sistency. The Cuban vice president said he was pleased with de La Madrid's plans, 
evident in the candidate's statements on Central America and the Caribbean as var- 
iously quoted by the Mexican reporters in their. conversation with Rodriguez. [Text] 
[FL141135 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 14 Oct 81] 


EXISTENCE OF CASTRO MESSAGE DENIED--Cancun, Mexico, 21 Oct (AFP)--A high Mexican 
official denied the existence of a message from Cuban President Fidel Castro to his 
Mexican counterpart Jose Lopez Portillo on the subject of the north-south summit to 
begin here tomorrow Thursday. According to reports from Havana, the Cuban leader 
had asked Lopez Portello to include that alleged message as a working document of the 
summit meeting of leaders of state and government that will meet on Thursday and 
Friday. The ranking officer of the Mexican Government, who asked not to be iden- 
tified, asserted that he is not aware of the existence of the message attributed to 
President Castro. The Mexican official discarded any possibility of "including any 
document other than those agreed upon for this summit meeting." The report from 
Havana stated that Castro's message to Lopez Portillo had been personally hand- 
carried last week to Mexico by the Cuban Vice President Carlos Rafael Rodriguez. 
The message reportedly defined the Cuban Government's position on the North-South 
Summit Meeting. [Text] [PA221240 Paris AFP in Spanish 2333 GMT 21 Oct 81] 


CANCUN MESSAGE TO LOPEZ PORTILLO--Havana, 21 Oct (AFP)--Cuban Chief of State Fidel 
Castro sent a message to Mexican President Jose Lopez Portillo to explain his 
country's position on the North-South Summit which begins tomorrow, Thursday, in 
Cancun, Mexico, it was reported here today in diplomatic sources. The message was 
conveyed last week to Lopez Portillo during an official visit to Mexico by Cuban 
Vice President Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, the same source indicated. Cuba will not 
be present at the Cancun summit and apparently wants the message from Castro to his 
Mexican counterpart to constitute a working document for the participants at the 
meeting, the diplomatic source added. [Text] [PA211744 Paris AFP in Spanish 1656 
GMT 21 Oct 81] 
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PCC, FRELIMO SIGN COOPERATION AGREEMENT--Antonio Perez Herrero, alternate member of 
the Politburo and member of the secretariat of the Communist Party of Cuba [PCC] 
Central Committee, received (Jorge Rebelo) and his delegation this afternoon. 
(Rebelo) is a member of the Permanent Committee of the Mozambique Liberation Front, 
FRELIMO, and secretary for ideological work. The two leaders signed an agreement 
on cooperation in the area of ideological work between the PCC and FRELIMO. Also 
participating in the fraternal meeting were Jose Felipe Carneado, a member of the 
Central Committee and chief of the Education, Culture and Science Department, and 
Orlando Fundora, alternate member of the Central Committee and head of the Depart- 
ment of Revolutionary Orientation. [Text] [FL210210 Havana Domestic Television 
Service in Spanish 0100 GMT 21 Oct 81] 


CENSURE OF BIOLOGICAL WEAPONS SUPPORTED--Pham Van Dong, chairman of Vietnam's coun- 
cil of ministers, has asserted that his country supports the denunciations of our 
commander in chief on Yankee imperialism's use of bacteriological weapons against 
Cuba. Ina letter recently sent to Fidel Castro, president of the councils of state 
and ministers, the Vietnamese leader stated that his people, as victims of U.S. 
aggression over several decades, understand the brutal nature of the imperialist 
leader. The message underlines that the use of bacteriological weapons is a barbar- 
ous crime, not only against Cuba but against all mankind. In his message to Fidel, 
Pham Van Dong expressed the Vietnamese people's conviction that no aggression by 
Yankee imperialism will be able to check the advance of building socialism in our 
country. [Text] [FL211558 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1503 GMT 21 Oct 81] 


IO0J CONGRESS IN MOSCOW ADDRESSED--Ernesto Vera, secretary general of the Union of 
Cuban Journalists, UPEC, has ratified the commitment of all Cuban journalists with 
the revolution, socialism and internationalism. The UPEC leader made a speech at 

the meeting of the first committee of the congress of the Internatioal Organization 
of Journalists [I0J], which is discussing in Moscow the problems of the international 
situation and the role of media workers in it. Other important statements at the 
last session of the I0J congress were made by Paul Monzon, a leader of Salvadoran 
journalists, who stated that the Salvadoran regime controls the country's entire 
information system but that this has not impeded the people from learning about the 
international solidarity with their struggle. He added that the official press has 
neither published the Mexican-French joint declaration which granted political 
representation to the Salvadoran revolutionary organizations, nor announced the peace 
proposal made by the Farabundo Marti and revolutionary democratic fronts, which was 
submitted at the United Nations by Nicaraguan leader Daniel Ortega. [Text] [FL221350 
Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1200 GMT 22 Oct 81] 





PERMANENT MISSION IN TURKEY--Our country's charge d'affaires in Turkey, Leonel 
Martinez Estevez, has been received by the secretary general for political affairs 
at the Turkish foreign ministry. The two officials exchanged views on the present 
and future development of bilateral relations and highlighted the importance of the 
permanent Cuban diplomatic mission opening shortly in the Turkish capital. [Text] 
[FL232130 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2113 GMT 23 Oct 81] 


BERLINGUER MEETS WITH RODRIGUEZ--Enrico Berlinguer, secretary general of the Italian 

Communist Party, made a stopover of nearly 2 hours at Jose Marti International Air- 

port en route from Nicaragua to Italy. During his stopover, Berlinguer met with 

Politburo member Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, alternate Politburo member Jesus Montane 

and Central Committee member Jorge Enrique Mendoza. A friendly exchange took place { 
between the Italian and Cuban leaders concerning Berlinguer's trip to America 

which began in Cuba on the 9th and included both Mexico and Nicaragua. [Text] 

[FL232321 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2230 GMT 23 Oct 81] 
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TV AGREEMENT WITH CZECHOSLOVAKIA--Nivaldo Herrera, president of the Cuban Radio and 
Television Institute, and Jan Zelenka, director general of Czechoslovak television, 
signed a cooperation protocol in Havana today for the 1982-83 period. [Excerpt] 
[FL240223 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2230 GMT 23 Oct 81] 





MOURNING PERIOD FOR AL-SADAT--Taking into consideration protocolar norms and the 
existence of diplomatic relations between the State of Cuba and the State of Egypt, 
the council of state of the Republic of Cuba has decreed a 3-day period of official 
mourning, beginning today Wednesday, for the death of Egypt's President Anwar 
al-Sadat. [Text] [FLO71619 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1600 GMT 7 Oct 81] 


ST LUCIA YOUTHS IN CUBA--A new group of 10 youths from St Lucia, the Caribbean 
Island, has departed for Havana where they will attend university courses of study. 
This is the second group of students from St Lucia who benefit from higher education 
scholarships in our country. Another group of 10 came last year and are still here. 
They are part of the total of 300 students from the Eastern Caribbean who are 
attending university studies in our fatherland. Prensa Latina reports that the 
antillean youths are registered in the schools of medicine, dentistry, agronomy, 


veterinary medicine and engineering. [Text] [FLO71519 Havana Domestic Service in 
Spanish 1100 GMT 7 Oct 81] 


FMLN RADIO REPRESENTATIVE--The arrival of Lucrecia Albizu, representative of the 
Salvadoran FMLN Radio Venceremos, was announced during yesterday's session of the 
second radio festival of nonaligned countries which is being held at the palace of 


ety iim in this capital. [F1080037/Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1400 GMT 
7 Oct 81 


RADIO STATION AT UN DENOUNCED--Cuba has reiterated its denunciation of Washington's 
intentions to install a radio broadcasting station aimed at the ideological pene- 
tration of the island. The Cuban delegation to the committee on special policy, 

a body of the United Nations, [stated that] it can be expected that a government 
which is based on bellicoseness, arms race and neutron bomb blackmailing would adopt 
extreme and abusive measures such as the installation of that radio station. The 
delegation recalled that such intentions had also been denounced by the second 
radio festival of the nonalighed countries movement held in Havana. It added that 
ignorance and hypocrisy lead the United States to commit not only a gross violation 
of Cuba's sovereignty, but also a violation which could only increase the rejection 
and ire of the Cuban people. [Text] [FL231436 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 
1100 GMT 23 Oct 81] 


EXILES' RETURN FROM U.S. BANNED--There is no room for them here, Cuban Interior 
Minister Ramiro Valdes said referring to hoodlums who willingly left Cuba and who 
now want to return after clashing with the U.S. way of life. He also said that the 
Cuban revolution will continue its inexorable way in spite of U.S. imperialist 
aggressions and threats. Ramiro Valdes also emphasized the constant and unselfish 
role played by Cuban Committees for the Defense of the Revolution in the prevention 
of criminal and counterrevolutionary activities. [Text] [PA240347 Havana Inter- 
national Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 24 Oct 81] 


WATCH AGAINST CIA PLOTS NOTED--Havana, 23 Oct (AFP)--Cuban Interior Minister Ramiro 
Valdes announced here today that "the national security organizations are on the 
alert for indications of any CIA attempts to carry out new subversion, sabotage or 
espionage plans and attacks against the life of the country's top leaders." Ina 
speech at the second congress of the Committees for the Defense of the Revolution 
(CDR), Valdes reaffirmed that Washington "is using biological weapons to affect 
Cuba's stock farming, agriculture and population" and is "trying to maximize the 
economic embargo on this island." The interior minister recalled that "the infil- 
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tration of six antisocial elements who were recruited, armed, trained and sent to 
Cuba from U.S. territory, with a plan that included the probable assassination of 
President Fidel Castro, took place several months ago." He added that "the entry 
of five additional counterrevolutionaries took place later." "Without exception, 
all were captured and exemplarily punished," Valdes said, without elaborating. 
Valdes said in conclusion that "there is no place" here for the hundreds of "in- 
dividuals who voluntarily left Cuba (through Mariel) and are now trying to return 
and abandon 'the Yankee paradise' after clashing with the reality of U.S. society." 
[Text] [PA241545 Paris AFP in Spanish 2055 GMT 23 Oct 81] 


REMAINS OF SLAIN TEACHERS--The remains of the Cuban internationalist teachers who 
were murdered in Nicaragua by a gang of Somozist counterrevolutionaries arrived in 
Cuba a few minutes ago. Henry Ruiz, member of the FSLN national directorate, and 
Rafael Cordova Rivas, member of the government Junta of national reconstruction, 
accompanied the remains from Nicaragua. Thousands of Cubans waited for the arrival 
of the plane that carried the bodies of the two internationalist teachers. Also 
present were Communist Party of Cuba Politburo member Julio Comacho Aguilera, al- 
ternate Politburo members Antonio Perez Herrero, Jesus Montane Oropesa and Roberto 
Veiga, and Central Committee member Jose Ramon Fernandez, vice president of the 
Council of Ministers and Minister of Education. [Text] [FL230223 Havana Domestic 
Television Service in Spanish 0100 GMT 23 Oct 81] 


CUBAN'S MURDER--Rafael Cordova Rivas, member of the Nicaraguan Government Junta of 
national reconstruction said in Havana. [Begin recording] The killing of the Cuban 
teachers is a regrettable incident caused by the counterrevolution and the encourage- 
ment given at iiome and abroad to armed gangs which roam northern Nicaraguan territory. 
They committed this terrible crime, in which two Cuban teachers and two Nicaraguan 
peasants were killed. This shows that the revolution must be constantly alert and 
ready because it is evident that counterrevolutionary activities continue in our 
country. [End recording] [Text] [PA240349 Havana International Service in Spanish 
0000 GMT 24 Oct 81] 


INTERVIEW TO NICARAGUAN TV--In Managua, Arnaldo Milian Castro, member of Cuba's 
Communist Party Politburo and minister of agriculture, has asserted that Nicaragua 
has all the conditions needed to make rapid progress in the various agricultural 
branches. In 3 days, we have toured enterprises producing rice, sorghum and cotton. 
We have been impressed by what we have seen, the Cuban leader told a local tele- 
vision station newsman. Milian stated that in the agricultural branch of Nicaragua 
there are good managers, good crops and good technology within the country's normal 
limitations. We are sure, he added, that with these people, managing cadres, climate, 
quality of the soil and adequate rainfall, together with its revolutionary leadership, 
Nicaragua will make rapid progress. Closing, the Cuban minister stated that he had 
chatted with some workers, men of great consciousness and knowledgeable of their 

work who greatly love and appreciate the revolution. [Text] [FL241644 Havana 
Domestic Service in Spanish 1200 GMT 24 Oct 81] 


DOMINICAN VISA DENIAL--In Havana City, the Federation of University Students [FEU] 


has energetically responded to the attitude adopted by the Dominican regime which 
denied visas to the Cuban delegation to the second Central American and Caribbean 
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University games. The event was taking place in Santo Domingo from 22 to 25 
October, coinciding with the 4430 anniversary of Santo Domingo's autonomous uni- 
versity. The FEU notes that this is one more maneuver of the Dominican regime and 
its policy of playing into the hands of Yankee imperialism and obstructing Cuba's 
participation in international events. The student organization stresses that 
despite that servile attitude, university sports in the Caribbean and Central 
American area will not be checked and will continue to advance with firm steps to- 


ward new gains. [Text] [FL241748 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1509 GMT 24 
Oct 81] 


NICARAGUA'S RAMIREZ AT FESTIVAL--Armando Hart Davalos, member of the Cuban Communist 
Party's Politburo and Cuban minister of culture, and Sergio Ramirez, member of the 
Nicaraguan junta of national reconstruction, attended a festival held yesterday in 
Bayamo on the occasion of the day of Cuban culture which is commemorated today. 
[Text] [FL201414 Havana Domestic Television Service in Spanish 1230 GMT 20 Oct 81] 


SOLIDARITY WITH GUATEMALA-~-A rally of solidarity with the Guatemalan people has 
been held at the Guatemala sugar mill, located in Mayari, Holguin Province, Lucrecia 
(Amamaktar), a representative of the united political and military revolutionary 
organizations of Guatemals in Cuba, explained the conditions her people live in and 
the means used to face the genocidal regime of Gen Romeo Lucas, which is supported 


by the U.S. Government. [Excerpt] [FL240223 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 
1917 GMT 23 Oct 81] 


SALVADORAN FRONT--The U.S. Government today endorsed the tacit refusal of the 
Christian democratic-military junta to negotiate with the Salvadoran revolutionary 
movement by excluding the FLN from an eventual dialogue. A high-ranking State 
Department official insisted on the maneuver to try to split the revolutionary 
democratic front from the FMLN and to condition negotiations to the acceptance of 
the elections organized by the Salvadoran regime. The official refused to comment 
on the Salvadoran revolutionaries’ proposal made on Wednesday at the UN General 
Assembly through the coordinator of the Nicaraguan Government junta, Cmdr Daniel 
Ortega. [Text] [FLO90003 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 2300 GMT 8 Oct 81] 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


PDC AGAINST USE OF BUSINESS GROUPS FOR POLITICS 
PAO31420 San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 2 Oct 81 p 27 


[Paid advertisement of the Christian Democratic Party, PDC: "The Political Event 
of the Productive Unity"] 


[Excerpts] The PDC believes that the country has entered a new phase which should 
be one of great political activity and which should culminate in next year's 
electoral process. This situation must be observed with great attention and calls 
for correct political orientation so that the meaning and scope of this process 
will be understood in relation with what has been called "the political solution to 
the national crisis." 


As a result of the initiatives to promote this type of solution and the participa- 
tion of the various sectors, we now observe various expressions which are indicative 
of a new attitude in the area of political action. These have been evident in the 
past few days. Within those expressions, it is worthwhile to comment on the event 
organized by the debut, at least in name, of the “productive unity [unidad pro- 
ductiva]."" During the event, the business leaders again yathered with the ideolo- 
gists of the oligarchic society and as usual they dedicated themselves to express- 
ing their feelings against the current process. For tactical reasons, they unleashed 
all their fury against our party and its leaders, exuding hatred and venom. For 
tactical reasons, they also made the oft-repeated adulations of the military sector 
which they hypocritically praised. With this they hope to increase differences and 
to sow distrust. 


The first conclusion to be drawn from such a showy and unsuccessful attempt is that 
the people did not let themselves be deceived. The people turned their backs on 
those who have always based their strategies on the alleged ignorance and lack of 
political capacity of the popular sectors. 


However, this is not what we want to stress at this time. Instead, we want to warn 
the people about the future consequences for the country of the event sponsored by 
the "productive unity" which was attended by the most prominent private sector 
organizations and the country's most discredited and harmful politicians with the 
excuse of allegedly defending private enterprise. 


In view of all this, we believe that consciousness-raising is valuable. The 


decision to organize parties and actively participate in national politics is also 
valuable. 
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The PDC and the government have always drawn a very clear and precise dividing line 
between real business interests, real needs of industry, agriculture, commerce and 
production and political objectives, which are almost always visible in the activities 
and demands, particularly of some "gentlemen of industry" who, having infiltrated 

the board of directors of such organizations, have not only personally benefited 

from such "great contacts" but have sponsored the dirtiest maneuvers against popular 
parties and organizations. These "gentlemen of industry" try to confuse the members 
of the armed forces with their flattery and their insidious campaigns. 


For the good of the country, the people and the business organizations, it is time 
that boundaries be delimited. It is time that those who want to carry out political 
activities regardless of their ideology fully assume their responsibility as citizens. 
It is time that the business organizations be left to fulfill their specific function 
without being used for objectives that are alien to their nature and to the legiti- 
mate aspirations of their members. 


This warning is based on the observation that the most active political forces are 
all representative of the past and constitute unyielding resistance to the changes 
underway. Therefore, the people must be aware of their activities and campaigns 
since those changes will be the central topic of discussion in the electoral debate. 


[Signed] PDC, San Salvador, 2 October 1981. 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


PRODUCTIVE UNITY DENOUNCES PDC'S MANEUVERS 


PAO70334 San Salvador EL DIARIO DE HOY in Spanish 6 Oct 81 pp 22, 23 
[Paid advertisement by the productive unity entitled: "Productive Unity Versus the 
Official Party"] 


[Summary] When political forces start acting individually or as groups against 
individual rights, against the republican and representative democracy and against 
man's sacred right to improve himself, it is a patriotic duty to denounce these 
maneuvers so that the people can be aware of the danger and take adequate political 
measures to defend themselves. 


During the July symposium and the national convention, the productive unity obtained 
a consensus from businessmen and workers on actions and ideas. The country's 
political, social and economic situations were analyzed for a better understanding 
of the situation and of the Salvadoran problem, including ideological aspects and 
the future plans of the Christian Democratic Party, PDC. a 


The country's social and political forces have banded into two groups: 


One is a large sector which supports and defends democracy's established principles 
without trying to change its meaning. This is not the case of the other group which 
advocates a communitarian democracy. This large sector, which sees man as a funda- 
mental element of society, maintains a number of principles which are against an 
arrogant, abusive and totalitarian state. The majority of Salvadorans belong to 
this sector and so do the nation's productive groups. 


"The other sector is represented by groups with a socialist and populist orientation, 
which apart from slight insignificant differences, have a common denominator that 
hold them together and makes them alike that is: the suppression of man's freedom 
and fundamental rights according to an ominipotent and totalitarian state. 


"One of these groups is Marxist-Leninist. It advocates the ideological structure 
of communist parties and of the so-called national liberation movements, which in 
our midsts is represented by the revolutionary democratic front, FDR, and its armed 
branch, the FMLN. 


"We must not overlook the fact that the leadership of these subversive, terrorist 
and guerrilla organizations is exercised by the most prominent figures of the 
national revolutionary movement, MNR, of the nationalist democratic union, UDN, 
and some leaders of what used to be the PDC's directorate." 
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Another orientation within this sector is the communitarian achristian democracy, 
promoted by such men as Jaime Castillo and Radomiro Tomic, ideologists of the Chilean 
Christian Democratic Party, which led Chile to a disaster during the Eduardo Frei 
Montalva's Administration and afterwards contributed to the Marxist chaos of 
Salvador Allende. 


“Communitarianism, a new interpretation of democracy, as Jose Napoleon Duarte re- 
fers to it in his little known book entitled: ‘'Communitarianism for a More Human 
World,’ despite what it says about planning a democratic, pluralist, egalitarian 
and participative society, socially it is nothing but a new version of a middle 
ages organization; economically, the destruction of man's creative and enterprising 
spriti, which cannot be developed under a system that binds and subdues man; and 
politically, it is contrary to a democratic, republican and representative form of 
government, because it creates an ominipotent feudal regime which cannot be con- 
trolled by legal means and in which power is exercised by a leader called the 
executor of the communitarian process." 


The communitarian structure of society which, according to its ideologists, falls 
within the socialist field, clearly explains the similarity and ideological relations 
that exists among the PDC, the MNR and the UDN, which were partners in previous 
electoral campaigns. They were not political adversaries in the past and they are 
not now. 


"The bloody struggle unleashed in the country once the PDC started to share the 
power with the armed forces can only be interpreted as a brief and temporary 
strategic and tactical difference. The PDC is acting according to what Duarte says 
in his book page 138: if the political structure does not function properly because 
of a new social structure and an economic crisis, then it is the imperative duty of 
those who have in their hands the means to begin a communitarian process, to seize 
power. 


"The PDC's opportunist strategy was a betrayal to the strategy planned by its 
former members. The burden of this conflict, which international communism has 
taken full advantage of, has fallen on the Salvadorans and their armed forces. 


"Now that the electoral process has been suggested as a political formula to solve 
the conflict, the PDC is skillfully trying to implement locally and abroad a fake 
program which it is exploiting and will exploit to the maximum such as: to make 
itself appear as a centrist political force and labeling all the nationalist 
parties as rightist which are not international and whose programs are aimed at 
establishing a regime which fundamentally democratic, republican and representative 
with political, social and economic institutions. In order for its plan to work, it 
needs to have international parties of socialist and communist affiliation partici- 
pating and which it will label as leftists. 


"This explains the PDC's desperate appeals to the MNR, the UDN, the FDR and the FMLN; 
the constant propaganda trips abroad and the maneuvers already in progress, which 
seems preplanned, because the old comrades of the national opposition union, UNO, 
are progressively participating in the dialogue in which the future of the father- 
land is being negotiated and in which they are granting favorable concessions to one 
another. 























"Salvadorans and their organizations must know and understand this maneuver. 
Salvadorans must realize that the next electoral campaign will be struggle between 
freedom and oppression. Freedom represented by the nationalist parties which 
believe and defend republican and representative democracy and oppression represent- 
ed by international organizations following foreign orders and interests, which in 
this case will be represented by MNR, UDN, FDR, FMLN and PDC. 


"In view of this obvious situation and productive unity's strong denunciation, the 
PDC has responded in the only way it knows: with the best and most varied 
repertory of insults and lies." 


San Salvador, 5 October 1981 


Unity of the productive sector: our objective is to save the fatherland. 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


PAPER WARNS AGAINST FMLN PROPAGANDA EFFORT 
PAO90003 San Salvador THE NEWS GAZETTE in English 4-10 Oct 81 p 4 
[Editorial: "Negotiations, A Mistake"] 


[Text] The fact that the Revolutionary Democratic Front [FDR]-FMLN Front in the 
United States has offered to dialogue even without putting down their arms is an 
encouraging sign that at least those gentlement in Washington and New York have 
given up any hope of a military victory. What the rebels in Guazapa, San Vicente 
and on the Honduran border think is yet to be seen. 


It is impressive--and to us sad--that this group in the United States should be able 
to capture the international wire services and have their promotions datelined in 
the United Nations which gives them a degree of legitimacy to which they have no 
right to claim. 


While we are completely in favor of a succession of dialogues, obviously the offer 
to dialogue is not in response to Junta President Duarte's invitation to the left- 
wing rebels to put down their arms and incorporate themselves into the democratic 
processes of the nation. 


It is, in our opinion, a brazen attempt by the leftwing terrorist to gain recognition 
as a legitimate political force while keeping their arms. It is communist strategy 
at its best. 


Stalin himself could not have made a more masterful stroke in applying this strategy 
of making impossible demands that are known beforehand to be acceptable. 


The men in New York and Washington who call themselves the representatives of the 
leftwing guerrillas in El Salvador have nothing to lose and everything to win. Their 
strategy was excellent and they have at least achieved a propaganda victory. If 

the matter is not handled correctly, they may achieve a tactical victory. 


Nevertheless, the move could also backfire and damage the left. What will happen 
if the leftwing terrorists in the mountains and forests of El Salvador refuse to 
stop shooting at the bidding of their "spokesmen" in New York and Washington? At 
least the acknowledged commander of the armed faction, Cayetano Carpio, has 
emphatically stated that he will not negotiate under any circumstances. 


6 











That is the only danger for the left and since the FDR "spokesmen" of the leftwing 
rebels know that it is highly unlikely that the offer to dialogue with an armed 
group will be accepted, it is minimal. 


However, for the Junta Revolucionaria de Gobierno [published in Spanish] there are 
multiple pitfalls. 


1. By refusing to dialogue, the sincerity of the desire for a political settlement 
will be put in doubt. This is a propaganda tool that will be exploited to the hilt 
if it is not countered intelligently. 


2. Entering into a dialogue with representatives of armed groups gives them letigi- 
macy which they have been seeking. It would be almost the equivaient of capturing 
and holding a piece of Salvadoran territory which they have never been able to do. 


3. Any dialogue with the leftwing would inevitably be represented as a "negotia- 
tion" and the Junta Revolucionaria de Gobierno has repeatedly said that it will 
never negotiate a government with the rebels. 


4. Should there be talks with the leftwing rebels, if satisfactory arrangements 
for a cease-fire could be concluded and if the cease-fire were to become a fact 
throughout the nation, these talks would drag out and be prolonged in exactly the 
Same manner in which the United States was drawn into protracted talks with the 
North Vietnamese and North Korean Communists. 


5. Should the leftwing terrorists actually be willing to accept a cease-fire, it 
could only be for the single reason that they are weakening and have given up hope 
of a military victory. Under such circumstances, talking instead of fighting is 
to their advantage. 


We trust that the reply of the Junta Revolucionaria de Gobierno will be clear and 
unequivocal, once again urging the armed leftwing rebels to lay down their arms and 
give up the illusion that one man plus one machinegun is the equivalent of 1,000 
votes and 1,000 men with machineguns the equivalent of 1 million votes and that for 
this reason, they "represent" the people of El Salvador. 


As we have said beofre, they should be urged to accept the role of ordinary everyday 
peaceful citizens participating in an electoral process like everybody else. 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


LAWYER CRITICIZES JUNTA AT TRADE CONGRESS IN PANAMA: 
PA122232 Panama City MATUTINO in Spanish 10 Oct 81 pp 1, 8-A 
[By Adalberto Zamora] 


[Text] In an important preinauguration event of the congress of the federation of 
chambers of commerce, industry and agriculture of Central America and Panama 
[Federacion de Camaras de Comercio, Industria y Agricultura de Centroamerica y 
Panama] which is being held in Panama City, one of the Salvadoran delegates, dis- 
tinguished lawyer Jose A. Rodriguez Porth, former presidential candidate of a 
nationalist party in 1971 and former law school dean of the now closed autonomous 
university of El Salvador, participated in an outstanding manner in the open session 
in which the six presidents of the chambers of commerce were introduced. In a brief, 
documented and dramatic manner, he recounted the situation being experienced by the 
sister Republic of El Salvador. 


He bravely pointed out that Napoleon Duarte, who heads a small group of Christian 
democrats supported by the U.S. and Venezuelan Governments, has since the beginning 
of this year brought about even greater bloodshed to the Salvadoran people due to 
his mistakes. He recounted with facts the failure of the agrarian reform and the 
nationalization of private banks and foreign trade in the coffee, sugar cane and 
cotton sectors. 


In the introduction to his calm but firm denunciation, he gave interesting figures 
and statistics on El Salvador's social problems. He said that the Salvadoran pri- 
vate enterprise has faith that there will be a solution to the civil war very soon, 
but that if the conditions necessary for free elections don't exist in the next few 
months, the Salvadoran drama will deteriorate into an even more serious and unpre- 
dictable situation. 


Among the many questions from the participating businessmen, Rodriguez Porth was 
asked about the "death squads" which are allegedly sponsored by a very powerfu 
sector of Salvadoran private enterprise. : 


Rodriguez Porth replied: "The Salvadoran authorities have arrested six policemen 
involved in the death of the four U.S. nuns; they constantly kill or capture guerrilla 
chiefs and subversive combatants but they have never captured any member of those 
squads. Proof has not been presented in the only case in which two industrialists 
were charged with the killing of an Agrarian leader and two U.S. advisers. One of 

the suspects who was arrested in Miami has already been released, while the other 
continues inexplicably under arrest in San Salvador." Risking his life, Rodriguez 
Porth will return to San Salvador this weekend to continue the struggle for the bus- 
iness sector which has been excluded by the government ever since Duarte presides 


over the military-Christian Democratic Junta. 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


ARCHBISHOP CONCERNED OVER INCREASED VIOLENCE 
Possible Increase, Guerrilla Activities 
PA112138 Paris AFP in Spanish 1958 GMT 11 Oct 81 


[Text] San Salvador, 11 Oct (AFP)--The acting archbishop of San Salvador, Msgr 
Arturo Rivera y Damas, today expressed his concern over the possible increase of 
guerrilla activities in the next few days, while the army proclaimed itself ready 
for the "homestretch" campaign in its struggle against subversion. 


"The most humane and Christian thing to do is to humanize and rationalize the con- 
flict by searching for a peaceful solution," Monsignor Rivera y Damas said before 
referring to the "new styles" in the dynamite attacks and to the army's increased 
military operations. 





The prelate regretted the present violence's toll of dead among the conflicting 
sides, "but above all, in the civilian population" as in Achichilco and Las Pozas 
where, according to the information, 2 old men, 8 women and 30 children were 

massacred a month ago. 


Elsewhere, Rivera y Damas said that he had confirmed this week that some statements-- 
made in Guatemala by Guatemalan Priest Luis Eduardo Pellecer implicating the society 
of Jesus in subversive activities--had been tried to be used against the church. 









The archbishop reiterated his solidarity with that religious order and deplored the 
publicity given by the Salvadoran armed forces to this "unfortunate incident" which 
involves "many doubts." On the other hand, he said that the Salvadoran armed forces 
"are making praiseworthy efforts to resotre their image in the people's eyes." 









He also denounced a number of "slanders" through leaflets openly attacking the church 
and its members as well as some "paid advertisements which appear to be related" as 
to style and content. 


He wonders whether all this is the beginning of an electoral campaign with the church 
"being used as scapegoat" or new attempts against religious persons and institutions. 


Meanwhile, Rivera noted the commemmoration this week of the first anniversary of the 
murder of Father Juan Antonio Reyes, "A crime which, like many others, has been 
forgotten by the judicial investigators." 















He expressed his disagreement in misinterpreting the death of a priest on his anni- 
versary or in using it for political purposes. 





The chief of the Salvadoran Catholic Church "strongly" protested the recent bomb 
attack on the divine providence school managed by nuns. 


Following the attack, the Mexican teachers working in the school were also threaten- 
ed and given 72 hours to leave the country. 


Rivera y Damas expressed his moral support for the religious teachers "who have 
offered valuable pastoral cooperation in the educational field" and who in due time 
also protested and condemned the abuse to which they were subjected. 


Elections Not ‘Panacea’ 
PA042330 Paris AFP in Spanish 1947 GMT 4 Oct 81 


[Text] San Salvador, 4 Oct (AFP)--Elections "are a part of the integral solution 

of a country's process of democratization. They are not, however, the only, formula 

or much less a panacea or cure-all for our ills," the acting Archbishop of San Salvador, 
Msgr Arturo Rivera y Damas, said today as he called for an alternative "mediated 
dialogue." 


"Before undertaking this solution (meaning the elections)," Rivera y Damas went on, 
"it is necessary to create favorable conditions under which the elections can be 
viable. These conditions would include respect for the most elemental human rights 
and guarantees not only for the candidates but for the voters as well." 


According to Rivera y Damas, the first alternative in solving the Salvadoran conflict 
is a mediated dialogue. He ranked elections second, indicating that this would 
lead to an end of the Fratricidal War. 


The possibility of holding a mediated dialogue was accepted by the Salvadoran 
opposition's political-military duo, the Revolutionary Democratic Front-FMLN (FDR- 
FMLN), after Panamanian President Aristides Royo offered to mediate in search of a 
solution. 


The archbishop also reiterated the need to suspend the state of siege (extended 
only yesterday for another 30 days) and the curfew, both of which have been in 
effect since March last year. He also asked again that media censorship be brought 
to an end. 


According to Rivera y Damas, the elections would not be conclusive, but would merely 
complement the alternative of holding a dialogue between the government and the 
opposition. 


Rivera y Damas noted that the climate is being prepared for the elections and that 
the political parties have begun airing their views. 


The priest expressed his fear, however, that the various parties’ ideological 
positions "will harden further and that instead of making free elections with broad 
pluralist participation viable, efforts will be made to make a single line prevail." 
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Aside from the Christian Democratic Party, currently sharing power with the military 
sector, all the parties registered so far or in the process of registering the 
rightist. 


Rivera y Damas recalled that El Salvador has always been the object of "constant 
mockery during previous elections." For this reason, and "on behalf of our people's 
peace," he asked parties not to harden their ideological positions to the point of 
excluding other political organizations. 


He insisted that security must be guaranteed to the people before any "attempt is 
made at holding elections." He also stressed that elections must not be viewed as 

a panacea against the country's ills, ills which are much older and deeper and which 
necessitate a more general solution." 


The archbishop asked that the alternative of a mediated dialogue as a measure prior 
to any other effort be "well evaluated." 


According to Rivera y Damas, "Junta President Jose Napoleon Duarte's last-minute 
call, which included speeches and interviews during his lengthy and difficult tour 
through the United States, constitutes a glimpse of the two alternatives of solution 
for our country: elections and dialogue with at least a part of the leftist sector." 


Regarding the offer of Panamanian territory for the mediation and the oppositions's 
apparent willingness to accept dialogue under certain conditions, Rivera y Damas 
said that "it is not a matter of negotiating a democracy. It is a matter of find- 
ing a political and peaceful solution that is viable and of preventing further 
bloodshed." 


Finally, the archbishop commented on the case of Father Luis Eduardo Pellecer, who 
reappeared after having been missing in Guatemala for more than 100 days. Father 
Pellecer made a statement that compromises certain religious orders. 


Rivera y Damas said he had heard testimony which casts doubt on the media reports. 
He mentioned, for instance, that Father Pellecer seemed to have been drugged and 
beaten. 


The Salvadoran archbishop expressed his solidarity with the Guatemalan church, which 
is suffering under "this wave of slander and repression." He also expressed his 
solidarity with the society of Jesus, "which after these terrible words put in 
Father Pellecer's mouth, runs the risk of being even more persecuted." 


r 
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EXTREMISTS GIVE NUNS 72 HOURS TO LEAVE COUNTRY 
PAO81948 Paris AFP in Spanish 1832 GMT 8 Oct 81 


[Text] San Salvador, 8 Oct (AFP)--Through a communique, an extremist group has 
given the Mexican teachers of the divine providence school in San Salvador 72 hours 
to leave the country, the nuns of the school have reported. 


At the same time, the extremist group, whose name and political affiliation is un- 
known, has taken credit for Monday's dynamite attack on the school as a "warning" 
to the Mexican teachers. 


The nuns said that the attack only damaged the building and equipment of the 
school. 


The nuns indicated that in the communique the extremists accused Sister Angelica 
Moctezuma Gutierrez, whom they believe to be director of the school, of being a 
"traitor to the people's interests." 


However, the nuns said that "individual is not the director of the school." 


Regarding the Mexican teachers, the communique said "they must definitely leave 
the country because they are not worthy of trust and support." It also indicated 
that Monday's attack "was the first warning." 


The nuns indicated that their educational community is "exclusively dedicated to 
the overall education of the students" and that this is the first threat of this 
type that they have received. 


The nuns condemned the “brutal and criminal" attack and the threats against the 
teachers. They demanded the "respect of the physical and moral integrity" of those 
who work in the school "regardless of their nationality." 
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ESCALATION OF REPRESSION AGAINST CHURCH SCORED 
PA101742 (Clandestine) Radio Venceremos in Spanish to El Salvador 1200 GMT 10 Oct 81 


[Text] Yesterday, the repressive corps and the somber paramilitary gangs headed by 
Maj Roberto D'Aubuisson and other wicked colonels embedded in the armed forces' 

high command ordered the indiscriminate killing of hundreds of humble cathechists, 
the dynamiting and machinegunning of religious institutions and the murder of priests 
and nuns, including the cowardly killing of Msgr Oscar Arnulfo Romero. 


Again their genocidal plan is targeted at the church. The archbishopric's legal aid 
offices were raided and explosives were placed at the divine providence school. 
The nuns in charge of the school were given 72 hours to leave the country. 


It appears that this new fascist repression against the religious sectors is in 
answer to Monsignor Rivera y Damas’ statement on the impossibility of holding 
elections without the proper democratic climate to guarantee them. 


We want to alert the international public on these actions, particularly at this 
time when the military Junta is calling for elections and claiming that this is 
the only way to solve the problems affecting our people. 


How can anyone believe, we ask, in an electoral solution when repression, rather 
than decreasing, is increasing? How can anyone believe in the so-called inter- 
partisan dialogue mentioned by Duarte when those participating in it will be no 
less than D'Abuisson Chele Medrano and others of the same brand. To conduct a 
dialogue with D'Abuisson is to talk with the death squads and with the murderers 
of Monsignor Romero. To talk with Medrano is to talk with the founder of the 
somber Paramilitary National Democratic Organization, ORDEN. 


Under such conditions, any electoral recommendation is nothing but a bloody mas- 
querade which our people are not going to accept. We have been quite clear on our 
position concerning the elections and we have submitted a specific proposal to find 
a political and peaceful solution to the conflict. We have shown our sincere con- 
cern for the bloodshed. The reply of the Christian Democratic Military Junta, how- 
ever, has also been clear. It wants to extend the war, the sorrow and sacrifice of 
our people. 


Its intransigence has already been observed by the whole world; its determination 
to extend the genocide is known and rejected internationally. Companero Ungo, 
however, has already declared before the UN member-nations that if the Junta wants 
war, our people shall continue resisting and advancing in their irreversible road 
to final victory. 
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POP LEADER MEDRANO EXPLAINS PARTY'S VIEWS 


PA030224 San Salvador DIARIO LATINO in Spanish 30 Sep 81 pp 2, 14 





[Excerpts] Gen Jose Alberto Medrano, secretary general of the Popular Orientation 
Party (POP), said yesterday that the violence won't end until the country returns 
to its legal path--that is to say, to a de jure system. 


General Medrano held a press conference in which he was accompanied by several 
members of the POP National Executive Council. These included Col Oscar Gutierrez, 
Col Jorge Rovira, Dr Armando Pena Quezada, Juan Dono Altamirano, Carlos Octavio 
Tenorio, Carlos Edmundo Nevoa and Jose Leopoldo Rivera. 





The press conference was held to announce the principles and objectives of the POP, 
which plans to participate in the next elections for a national constituent assembly. 


General Medrano said that one of the main concerns of his party is the wave of vio- 
lence in the country and the lack of a popular government. 


General Medrano said his party condemns all types of violence, from whatever source. 
He said that there are three types of violence in our country: that caused by the 
extreme left, that caused by the extreme right and that of common criminals. 


According to General Medrano, the most persistent violence is that committed by 
gangs of common criminals without political ideology, who take advantage of the 
moment of confusion in the country. 


General Medrano referred to the Nationalist Democratic Organization (ORDEN), which 
he founded, as an organization that genuinely defended democratic rights. 


It is now disbanded, he said. It is possible that some of its members might give 
him some support with the POP, given that it follows his ideological line. 


General Medrano commented on ORDEN in response to newsmen's questions. He said 
that ORDEN was never a front of support for the National Conciliation Party, PCN, 
and that its only objective was to be a democratic school that would point out the 
differences between democratic and totalitarian systems. 
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IMMIGRATION LENIENCY ASKED FOR SALVADORANS 
PA052320 San Salvador EL DIARIO DE HOY in Spanish 5 Oct 81 p 13, 19 
[Commentary by Maximiliano Rodriguez Mojica: "In Mr Reagan's Ear] 


[Excerpts] Some 5 years ago, people who left our country for the United States by 
any means, "legal and illegal," were very few and they did so calmly, without haste 
or desperation. They left not because they were forced to leave the country at any 
cost, but because they wanted to explore new horizons and earn money, or because 
they had relatives there who asked them to come. 


However, things have changed completely since last year. People flee the country 
compelled by the existing circumstances: terror, unemployment, hunger and the lack 
of legal, moral and material security. To a great extent, these people have left 
without documents.... 


However, these people include a number of youths and adults who are useful because 
they have a skill, profession, art or decent ways of making a living. They repre- 
sent an efficient and trained part of our labor sector which have left their 
country because it has nothing to offer them, because, as we all know, the govern- 
ment has frozen employment and the private sector, harassed by almost constant 
bombings, has closed down innumerable work centers where thousands of Salvadorans 
earned a living. 


This is why, based on these facts, which we present with all frankness to the ears 
of Uncle Sam, our plea that President Ronald Reagan's administration cooperate with 
the Salvadoran people, giving legal status to Salvadorans who have left their 
country, fleeing the fratricidal violence which wracks our small nation. If these 
Salvadorans are persecuted and deported because they have sought refuge in that 
land where they believed there is “total freedom," then all the efforts which you 
claim to be making to save us from a total decable will have been in vain. 
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BRIEFS 


CLANDESTINE CELLS--Our message is addressed to your soldiers who are in the garrisons. 
Dozens of your companeros have already joined our people's army. Soldiers, you are 
members of the people. Organize with your people, form clandestine cells in your 
garrisons, sabotage the enemy's ammunition, sabotage the enemy's airplanes and 
cannons. Soldiers, form clandestine cells of two or three companeros and organize 
your incorporation along with your rifle into the revolutionary army. Your parents, 
your brothers are with us. Your place is here in the fight for peace and freedom. 
Salvadoran soldier, united and organized we will win. [Text] [PA121504 (Clandestine) 
Radio Venceremos in Spanish to El Salvador 1200 GMT 12 Oct 81] 


NEWSMEN HOLD CONGRESS IN MEXICO--In a meeting held recently in Mexico City, the first 
congress of Salvadoran newsmen in exile agreed to give its decided support to the 
Franco-Mexican declaration and to urge the newsmen of the world to support it. The 
national union of newsmen of El Salvador also decided to repudiate the military- 
Christian Democratic Junta because it is illegitimate, is not representative and 
exercises power based on the constant violation of human rights. The newsmen also 
condemned the U.S. intervention. [Text] [PA031636 (Clandistine) Radio Venceremos 

in Spanish to El Salvador 1200 GMT 3 Oct 81] 


CSO: 3010/126 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


THREE DEPARTMENTS ISSUE STATEMENTS OF SUPPORT FOR REGIME 


[Editorial Report] PA022231 Tegucigalpa Domestic Service in Spanish at 1130 GMT 
on 2 October 1981 broadcases three communiques, issued by the mayors and municipal 
secretaries of the Departments of Copan, Ocotepeque and Lempira respectively. 


The announcer first says that the mayors and municipal secretaries of the 23 munici- 
palities of the Department of Copan, after analyzing the country's problems, have 
issued a communique pointing out that the country is facing difficult times due to 
constant pressures from neighboring countries; that Hondurans love peace, order 

and work and wish to continue enjoying peace; that strange groups are trying to 
disturb this peace; and that therefore, they "have agreed to voice their total 
support for the government and the armed forces of the country and to condemn the 
acts of violence that are causing uneasiness." They also invite business organiza- 
tions, professional and student groups, labor unions and all institutions to condemn 
the acts of terrorism by informing the legal authorities of terrorist groups’ 
activities. The announcer says the communique is datelined Santa Rosa de Copan, 

26 September 1981. 


Later in the newscast the ai.nouncer reads another communique, issued by the mayors 
and municipal secretaries of the 16 municipalities of the Department of Ocotepeque, 
who say that they are "deeply worried about the latest events in the country, in- 
cluding terrorism, attacks, thefts, murders, kidnappings and other incidents intended 
to disturb the security, tranquillity and peace being enjoyed"; and that they there- 
fore want to inform the people, government, and government institutions of Honduras 
of their denunciation of these acts of violence and of their support for the govern- 
ment in its struggle to put down these subversive groups. The announcer says that 
this communique is datelined Octoepeque Department, 25 September 1981. 


The announcer then reads a communique from the mayors and municipal secretaries 

of the Department of Lempira, in which ther agree that due to the constant threats 
of kidnappings, bombings, bank holdups and many other similar crimes that are up- 
setting the people, they wish to voice “solidarity with the Honduran armed forces 
and pledge to give them all our material and moral support, to halt this wave of 
terrorism in our country." According to the announcer, the communique ends: "We 
want a respected, healthy and strife-free Honduras, so that we can live in peace 
and free of fear." The announcer says that this communique is datelined gracias, 
Lempira, 28 September 1981. 


CSO: 3010/127 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


BRIEFS 


NEWSMEN'S UNION CRITICIZES HONDURAN NEWSPAPERS--The Union of Honduran Newsmen, UPH, 
accused the main newspapers in Honduras of ignoring the people's protest and demon- 
strations against the hawk view maneuvers. The UPH says that these newspapers have 
not reported anything about how the people feel about these maneuvers which violate 
Honduras’ self-determination, sovereignty and constitution. Instead the papers are 
taking orders and following the instructions given to them by (Crescencio Arcos), 
U.S. Embassy public relations office director in Tegucigalpa. Meanwhile, the 
People's Revolutionary Union, URP, said that the U.S.-Honduran hawk view maneuvers 
are proof of the U.S. government's intention to assign the Honduran army the police 
role in Central America. The URP also accuses a well-known group of colonels of 
the Honduran armed forces supreme council of betraying the fatherland and of being 
enemies of the people of Central America, when they authorized the presence of U.S. 
troops, air force and navy in the land and waters of Francisco Morazan. [Text] 
[PA112351 Havana International Service in Spanish 1800 GMT 11 Oct 81] 


CSO: 3010/127 
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COUNTRY SECTION PARAGUAY 


INDUSTRY MINISTER GIVES VIEWS ON ECONOMY 
PY162055 Asuncion ABC COLOR in Spanish 16 Oct 81 p 13 


[Text] Industry and Commerce Minister Delfin Ugarte Centurion allowed himself 
to be questioned by reporters yesterday during a visit he made to the Molinos 
Harineros Del Paraguay Plant just before noon. He spoke about aspects related 
to the notable contraction in industrial activities, to smuggling and to the 
prospects for economic recovery which, according to him, will be achieved in 
the short term. 


Here are the results of the intervie. 


[Question] Has the economy entered a process of recession or is it a contraction 
that is due to current issues? What is your opinion regarding the current 
phenomenon and its outcome? 


[Answer] The current difficulties some business sectors are facing are due 
exclusively to a situation that I term as due to current issues. It is temporary 
and can be overcome in the short term. Various factors have accumulated which 
have led to the current situation, such as the large devaluations of the currencies 
of the two neighboring countries with which we have our most important economic 
ties. 


This has had two negative effects: One concerns the export of Paraguayan products 
and the other is an increase in irregular trade, which has been very prominent, 
which has strongly affected the country's productive and commercial systems. 

The low flow of tourists has to be taken into account also. There is the 
situation at Itaipu, where they are coming to the end and thus laying off more 
workers. Many construction enterprises are not obtaining the high income they 
were getting some months ago. And the dcelay in starting up Yacyreta is another 
negative factor that has had its snowballing effects which have greatly harmed 

the interdependent sectors. 


The U.S. decision to increase interest rates for fixed-term deposits above the 
normal market rates is another of the many factors that have unleashed the 
current economic situation. All these elements have created the phenomenon 
that is affecting our economy. 


[Question] The world's economic recession now is not something that is due to 


current problems. Mr Minister, what would allow one to believe in a quick 
recovery of our economy? 
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[Answer] Well, the phenomena that are greatly affecting our economy do not 
have their origin in the world's problems, they originate in neighboring 
countries, border countries. Our problems are mostly due to localized 
regional matters. But, we are related to and dependent on the world framework 
in the matter of the prices of our exportable products, a sector in which, 

in my opinion, we can expect better prospects. 


[Question] Although in economic behavior it is difficult to establish time 
frames, and taking into account that you consider that the current contraction 
is temporary, when do you believe we will observe the symptoms of recovery? 
What measures will have to be taken to implement that recovery? 


[Answer] I believe that if we have luck (and luck plays a large role in this, 
he stressed) we will have better prices next year for soybeans, cotton and 
tobacco. This will increase the volume of foreign exchange, which in turn 
will give a greater liquidity to the country's economy, which is based on the 
agricultural sector. 


That is how we see an easy way to break the current lack of liquidity and thus 
have a reactivation. One must also take into account Yacyreta and other 

public works, such as the construction of airports, highways and bridges, which 
will generate economic activities and mobilize various economic sectors. 


In this way the phenomenon of contraction affecting some sectors will be balanced. 
Border trade will also be corrected, because devaluations (he was referring to 

the peso and the cruceiro) lead to totally fictious situations, the cheap prices 
disappear and in a short time they return to their normal levels. We have thus 
observed a reduction in the excessive inflow of merchandise, which is due 
exclusively to the effects of monetary and exchange measures. 


[Question] You mention that the local economic problems that are due to a 
contraction have their origin in regional problems. In Buenos Aires it has 

just been announced within the framework of the ALADI [Latin American Integration 
Association--LAIA] that special measures have been granted for Paraguayan 
products within the region's markets. What is the proportional stimulus that 
these measures can give to our economy? 


[Answer] Many exportable Paraguayan products, and others that have not yet 
entered the export sector, have been granted tariff advantages. However, they 
have been neutralized by other types of measures, specifically of a monetary, 
exchange and administrative nature. At the last meeting in Buenos Aires our 
delegation proposed that the obstacles placed in the way of the advantages that 
have been agreed to within the framework of LAFTA and LAIA be dismantled. 


Thus we can export textiles, clothes and a series of manufactured products. The 
clothing sector is very important for us because it processes national raw 
materials. There is an economic link there and if it is cut at any level then 
it is a stumbling block for the system. 


[Question] Mr Minister, you have mentioned that economic revitalization can be 
achieved through better international prices for agricultural products. But 

that is an eventual factor that escapes internal control. What internal measures 
could be implemented for strengthening our economy? 
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[Answer] Well, I mentioned the international price for agricultural products 
as only one factor. In order to answer you I am going to speak to you as an 
economist. When an economy suffers a contraction, it must be given a tonic. 
It must be strengthened and the state, the important agent, the important 
factor can supply it. 


How? By carrying out important works. Public works mobilize businessmen, 

they place financial resources in the hands of individuals and they increase 
purchasing power. This moves commerce and commerce moves industry. A positive 
spiral is entered. Somebody has to break the situation and the state has a 
series of very important projects. ACEPAR [Aceros Paraguayos S.A.] is already 
underway. Vallemi [site of the national cement industry] is also underway. 

And there are also the highway projects. All of them are going to mobilize 
resources. Itaipu contributed with a tonic for the economy, the state will 

now enter the field as a replacement. 


It is very important that the state carry out its undertakings. When there is 
an economic recession, and I make it clear that this is not our case, the 
situation is different, because the state does not have its own resources and 
it then resorts to the Central Bank and this only adds wood to the fire. 


In our case it must be taken into account that the economic structure is healthy 
and strong. I insist, we are faced with a situation based on current issues 
that is affecting some economic sectors, nothing else. 


[Question] But does not the policy of monetary contraction, that is being used 
to stop inflation, affect the current economic situation? 


[Answer] That contraction has now loosened. The monetary authorities have 
implemented and continue to implement measures, customs duties have been 
reduced and deposit accounts are being favored with an increase in interest 
rates. Contributions are being made to give larger financial resources to 
enterprises. 


CSO: 3010/117 
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COUNTRY SECTION | PARAGUAY 


NEWSPAPER JUSTIFIES NEUTRON BOMB PRODUCTION 
PY221955 Asuncion PATRIA in Spanish 22 Oct 81 p 24 


[Commentary by Poncho Pyta: "The Neutron Bomb"; words between slantlines 
published in boldface type] 


[Text] The most remarkable change carried out in the "spirit" of the U.S. 
administration is reflected in the simple decision of President Reagan to order 
the go ahead with the neutron bomb. This decision has immediately raised 
innumerous comments throughout the world. 


Experts have described the hair- raising characteristics of the new "dissuasive 
device" whose fundamental objective, according to the experts, is to destroy 
human life in the world. The Soviet press, which is the compulsory voice of 
the Soviet Government, has accepted the challenge and has promised all th 
necessary efforts to the effect that very soon this tremendous power will be 
in the hands of the Soviet Union, /if they do not already hold such power/. 


It is appropriate to say this because the information passed to the people 
of the United States by its own government is quite in contrast to the black 
curtain which covers all the positions and strategic efforts of Moscow. 


Several times we have stated through this same column that in this field of 
activities, the democratic system and the unrestricted freedom of the press 

of the great northern country are a disadvantage before the communist power. 

Has anybody ever had the possibility in Moscow of publishing in the press papers 
considered top secret by Soviet security and intelligence organizations? Never! 
Could there exist, in the Soviet Union, a private organization with the exclusive 
mission of revealing the names of secret agents of the United States [as published] 
throughout the world? No Russian has ever even thought of such a thing. And 
this organization does exist in Washington. With public cooperation, this 
organization for years has been engaged in the task of undermining the strength 
of the leading power in the democratic world. 


To my opinion, President Reagan's decision, which has awakened some fears among 
his West European allies, has the tremendous importance of establishing a position: 
the reestablishment of the U.S. combative spirit before the permanent Soviet 
aggression. And if yesterday this aggression took place in Afghanistan or in 
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some African country, now it is taking place in Central America, under the 
very nose of the United States, through the support of the Soviet client state: 
Cuba and some small states in the Caribbean. 


The world for a long time has been sitting on a powder keg which could lead 
mankind to extinction. Such a large number of atomic and hydrogen bombs are 
stockpiled that an explosion could kill /all life on the planet/. 


Reagan's challenge means that /detente/ has changed its face and the agreements 
on the control of strategic weapons have changed as well. The Soviet Union 

has been warned very clearly through this decision that it will no longer be 
able to continue doing what it wants to do in any geographical point it is 
interested in. What matters is the decision to stand upright before the 

Soviet socioimperialist aggression, as called by the Chinese of Deng Xiaoping. 


Cso: 3010/117 
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COUNTRY SECTION PARAGUAY 


BRIEFS 


OPEC AGRICULTURAL FUNDS--Vienna, 14 Oct (OPECNA)--A 10 million US dollar loan 
agreement was signed Wednesday between the OPEC Fund for International Develop- 
ment and Paraguay. Paraguay will extend the loan to El Fondo Ganadero, the 
country's principal source of long-term credit for livestock. The loan is also 
expected to help develop the country's crop production, especially cotton and soya 
bean. Paraguay has benefited from two previous loans. The agreement was signed 
at the fund's headquarters here by Dr Ibrahim Shihata, director general of the 
OPEC fund and Manuel Godoy, Paraguay's ambassador to West Germany. The loan 
carries a 4-percent interest rate, with a service charge of 0.75 percent per 
annum, a 5-year grace period and a 20-year maturity. Dr Shihata said at the 
signing ceremony that previous loans to Paraguay had been for infrastructural 
projects. He hoped the present loan would strengthen the country's livestock 
production. The ambassador spoke about the importance of OPEC fund assistance 

to developing countries. He described cattle-raising and small farms as "the 
more important fields" of his country's economy, adding that Paraguay had six 
million head of cattle and exported livestock products to Brazil, Europe and 

the United States. He said that the loan could help small farmers to improve 
the quality of their products with impact being made on the lowest rung of the 
country's economy. [Text] [LD161200 Vienna OPECNA in English 1617 GMT 16 Oct 81] 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


CALDERA SEEN AS STRONG CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENT 
Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 5 Oct 81 p C-l 


[Interview with Senator Edecio La Riva Araujo, member of the National Committee 
of COPEI, by Alfredo Pena: “Caldera Has No Competitor At This Historic Moment"; 
date and place of interview not given | 


[Text] Edecio La Riva is one of the founders of COPEI [Social Christian Party ]. 
He has always been considered a man of the Right, and he himself has so proclaimed 
at. 


La Riva Araujo is being considered as a candidate for the governorship of Merida. 
In the National Committee, he has been a strong critic of the government's poli- 
cies, principally in the economic sphere. He now reiterates them and asserts that 
in that position, at the head of his native state, or in any other position in 
public administration, he will place his personal imprint. 


COPEI is living a moment without precedent in its history. Rafael Caldera, its 
top leader and founder, is today being challenged by the charismatic Pepi Montes 
de Oca. 


La Riva recognizes Pepi's virtues but says he still has a long way to go before 
he can arm wrestle with Caldera. Every era has its seasons and Pepi is only now 
in a sowing season. 


COPEI's leaders believe they will win the elections. They are counting on a 
turnabout in the government's performance. La Riva says that, turnabout or 
no turnabout, Caldera will win, because his leadership is well entrenched 
throughout the country. 


Edecio calls for a unified effort within the National Committee and says that if 
he were the candidate, that is, if he were Caldera, he would make Montes de Oca 
his campaign manager. 


Here below, Senator La Riva tells a story in which he implicates Fidel Castro in 
the capture of Ernesto Guevara. 
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[ Question ] Today's COPEI is living in other times. For the first time, its 
founder and head is being challenged for the party's candidacy. 


[Answer ] That is a common occurrence in all institutions. It occurred in England 
when Benjamin Disraeli, being very young, cha.lenged William Pitt. But Disraeli 
had the tremendous sense of timing to do it when the established leadership was 

in its decadence. 


[ Question ] How do you see the timing for Pepi? 


[ Answer | This is not the best of moments for him. Caldera is at the height of 
his leadership. Our founder is living his moment of greatest glory. He is today 
a figure and a hope not only for the party but for the entire country. Whoever 
challenges Caldera is doing it as a political strategy for an early start... 


[Question ] Where is Pepi's strategy leading? 
[Answer] To an early start in the fight to qualify in the near future. 


[Question ] Do you think Pepi is throwing his hat into the ring as of now for 
the 1988 classic? 


[Answer | Pepi, like myself, is very ambitious. He knows that by challenging 
Caldera he gains standing. Even if he loses, he gains. 


[Question] The Herreraists are counting on a turnabout in government. They 
calculate that Pepi could latch on to that turnabout (the one they are hoping for) 
and succeed in overriding Caldera's popularity. 


[Answer | I hope Pepi's hoped-for turnabout does come about. But a turnabout in 
government would favor not only Pepi but the entire party and Caldera as well. 


[ Question ] Pepi, having gone from undersecretary general to Herrera's campaign 
Manager to Foreign Relations, is beginning to emerge as a national leader. This 
native of Lara has proven, as few others have, exceptionally charismatic and 
efficient in the fulfillment of his functions. 


[ Answer | As a founder of the party, I am happy with the success Pepi has had in 
carrying out his government responsibilities. Thus, with the thrust being pro- 
vided by other generations, our nation is assured of another 40 to 100 years of 
existence. But at this precise moment, as highly as I indeed regard Pepi, I can- 
not see him as being of the same stature and magnificence as a Rafael Caldera from 
a candidatorial standpoint. When Pepi shall have traversed the same historic 
trajectory as Rafael Caldera, he will be an extraordinary leader of this nation. 


[ Question ] And has the stellar moment for COPEI'’s new generations not yet arrived? 
[Answer] One must reca)l the Bible. There is a time for everything, a time to 


sow and a time to harvest. Pepi is now in his time to sow; he must await his time 
to harvest. I would advise Pepi to have a little patience... He is in a party 
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that more than any other one in Venezuela has known how to promote its young 
cadres. Montes de Oca himself, a member of the new-guard generation, occupies a 
position of top political power as head of the Ministry of Interior; Eduardo 
Fernandez, another of our younger leaders, is nothing less than secretary general 
of the party; Vivas Teran, Curiel, Cardozo and many others are fundamental Chris- 
tian democratic leaders. From the standpoint of the promotion of a new leadership, 
no party has done what COPEI has done. 


An Integrated Leadership 


[Question ] The Herreraists are concerned over their future in the party. They can 
imagine what a Caldera as head of the government and of the party as well would 
mean. This is why they are trying--while they are still in power--to position 
themselves in such a way as to guarantee their future. 


[Answer] Even though factions are a reality, I do not like to consecrate them. 
There is in COPEI a consensus in favor of integration of the party as a whole by 
way of a new National Committee. It is indispensable that there be figures in 
the party management who are today in government and who for whatever reason may 
cease to be so. 


[Question] Like whom? 


[Answer ] Like Luciano Valero, Gonzalo Garcia Bustillos, Jose Luis Zapata, Pepi 
Montes de Oca himself... 


[Question] You assert that the COPEI candidate will be Caldera. I ask: How 
should the campaign management staff be made up? 


[Answer ] That is a very personal question that will have to be decided by Caldera 
himself. If I were Caldera, that is, the candidate, I would not have a Calderaist 
management. That would go against the unity of the party. I would put top-drawer 
people in it--without regard for factions--men like Luciano Valero; I would bring 
Montes de Oca himself into my campaign management staff. Obviously, Caldera would 
also have to bring in his intimate friends: Alvarez Paz, Curiel... 


[Question] In Lorenzo Fernandez's management staff, the Herreraists felt passed 
over; nevertheless, Luis Herrera brought several Calderaists into his. He made 
Eduardo Fernandez head of the Federal District, the most important position... 


[Answer] A very intelligent decision by Luis Herrera. That is what I want 
Caldera to do. The return of a courtesy is not a trap. 


Caldera, Lusinchi, Morales 
Question | You see Caldera being president for the 1984-1989 term. The AD 


Democratic Action | leadership have other ideas and will run Jaime Lusinchi or 
Morales Bello against him. 
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[Answer | The next elections will be crucial to Venezuelan democracy. The poli- 
tical parties are in crisis. Despite my high esteem for Jaime Lusinchi, I do not 
believe he can tip the balance in his favor at a time when the nation is seeking 

a man equal to the task of overcoming its difficulties and capable of dealing with 
the situation. The people are knowledgeable; they have ways of castigating 
governments... The magnitude of the crisis and of the emergency demands a Rafael 
Caldera. Lusinchi is not the man for this hour. There is no one who can compete 
against Caldera's historic impact and against the sense of trustworthiness he 
inspires. 


[Question ] The people are indeed politically knowledgeable and do know how to 
castigate governments. They have done so on three occasions. Why should they not 
do it now? 


[Answer ] It is not a matter here of pursuing the routine of the last 20 years of 
democracy. It is not a matter of seeking a man who will castigate the government, 
but rather one who will safeguard our democracy. Caldera has proven himself a 
great leader of the nation. Lusinchi has only now begun to lead a mere party. 


[Question] And as against Morales Bello? 


[Answer] Victory would be even easier. Betancourtists would not vote for Morales 
Bello; they would vote for someone else... 


[ Question ] How could your party win with a government that stands so low in the 
popularity polls? 


[Answer ] Many politicians think ours is a leftist people, but it is really a 
rightist people. A switch to Penalver or Lusinchi would bring them under the rule 
of laboristic notions--self-management or comanagement--which the nation rejects 
because of their leftist leanings. Petkoff and Rangel, each unto himself, also do 
not represent what Venezuela wants. This is a people who voted for the AD and 
for COPEI because they believed these parties to be rightist. 


[Question | Then Caldera is a man of the Right? 


[ Answer ] He is not a man of the Right, but against a Jaime Lusinchi who will 
represent self-management, and against a more obvious Left such as that of Petkoff 
and Rangel, the people will vote for Caldera--not as a rightist, but to avoid the 
dangers of the leftist unionism of AD and the Marxist Left. 


[Question] The first to talk of comanagement were the members of your party, and 
those who are now talking of self-management are again those of your party. Vivas 
Teran, the FTC [Social Christian Workers Front], and the Herrera government plat- 
form are those talking of self-management. 


[Answer | But there is no danger that those notions of certain individual COPEI 


leaders will be those of a Rafael Caldera government. In AD, where trade unionism 
is predominant, the self-management danger and that of extreme leftism are to be 
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taken seriously. The union leaders have already made it clear that if Lusinchi 
were to become president he would be authorized to govern only in international 

and military matters. Insofar as concerns all others, the union leaders would have 
the say and would call the tune. | 


[Question ] You say that AD's self-management and comanagement propositions are 
indeed to be taken seriously. Does this mean then that when President Herrera's 
platform speaks of a basis for comanagement and when Vivas Teran and others speak 
of self-management, cooperativism and the new forms of ownership, they are not 
talking seriously? 


[Answer | Yes, they are talking seriously, but in terms of trial balloons and 
nothing more... This is not a plank in the party platform. 


The Government of the Poor 


[Question] Last year, the government of the poor broke the record with an infla- 
tion rate of 23 percent. 


[Answer ] True, the inflation rate has been a source of concern to the government. 
Inflation is not resolved overnight. The government has made mistakes from the 
economic standpoint. I don't know who the man was in the COPEI social Christian 
government who invented the accursed idea of price decontrol. The nation was 
thrown into total confusion. The speculators immediately went into action. That 
idea, accursed aborning at a fateful moment, had disastrous effects. 


[Question ] Was there any other failure in the economic sphere? 


[Answer] There was an inordinate delay in putting together a properly unified 
team headed by an economic mind that would not have allowed the various mistakes 
of that policy. A one and only channel of command was lacking, and this gave rise 
to a number of problems. 


[Question ] Why has the president not wanted to make any change whatsoever in the 
members Of his economic advisory staff? 


Answer | President Herrera has placed a great deal of confidence in the ability 
of that staff to shape up little by little and to be by now more unified. 


[Question ] Had you been president, what would you have done with that staff? 
[Answer | Several of the ministers would by now have left the Cabinet. 


[Question] Your appointment as governor of Merida is being taken for granted. 
There you will have a chance to put into practice many of the ideas you have 
proposed and to reform many of the things you have criticizea... 


[Answer ] An offer to become governor of Merida is indeed a great temptation to 
me. Let there be not the least doubt in your mind that if I finally accept the 
post of governor of that state or any other position in public administration, I 
shall imprint upon it the stamp of my personal concepts of policy. 
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The Discrediting of Leadership As a Whole 


[Question] The Venezuelan political leadership brings discredit upon itself. The 
most conspicuous among the party leaders accuse each other of being thieves, em- 
bezzlers, bank robbers, front men, bribees, and so forth. Yet no political chief 
is behind bars. 


[Answer ] This is why I speak of a crisis in the political parties. These attacks 
take place not only among the parties but within the parties themselves. Debate 
becomes lost in accusations that are often unimportant to it. And the failure 
lies in the fact that no punishment is imposed in those cases where the accusation 
may be true. This is how democracy falls into crisis. There are men capable 

of being bribed and others who have acted in violation of administrative ethics 
and morals. Democracy has failed when it has neglected to put those men behind 
bars who have, beyond any shadow of doubt, committed illegitimate acts. 


[Question ] That kind of show in which the crime is denounced but not the criminal 
can only be seen as an absolutely sham performance suggestive of political com- 
plicity. 


[Answer] That is explained by the lack of moral values. It takes courage to 
denounce a person by name and surname. But we in Venezuela are lacking in moral 
values. Everyone knows the bribees and knows who has become rich in his govern- 
mental functions. We are in such a small country. Everyone has a friend or a 
relative who can pull a certain string and get the delinquent off scot-free. We 
do not even have moral censure. Here, we see the delinquents of the sector of 
public administration, the bribees the five-percenters constantly in attendance at 
all the festivals and social functions and being embraced and bussed by everyone, 
politicians as well as nonpoliticians. 


[ Question ] Have you ever embraced any of those delinquents? 


[Answer | Heavens yes! And during those embraces I could feel those wallets 
bulging with money... 


Castro and the Death of Che 

[Question ] You promised us a very revealing story about the death of Che Guevara. 
[ Answer ] Many people accuse me of being a morbid anti-Fidelist. That is not 

true. I have reasons for not wanting anything to do with that gentleman head of the 
Cuban overnment. I know everything of which he is capable and I am familiar with 
his moral makeup. In the shelter of my own country, which has endured this 
gentleman's savage attacks upon it, I do not shirk my responsibility, and I fight 


Castroism. 


[ Question ] What is the revelation? 


[Answer ] Che Guevara went to join the Bolivian guerrillas with Fidel Castro's 
blessing... While I was Venezuelan ambassador in France (Paris) in 1974, I became 
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a very good friend of the Bolivian ambassador, General Anaya, the official who 

had headed all the operations involved in the encircling and capture of Guevara. 
He told me that Fidel Castro had been deeply involved in Che's capture. To me it 
had always been a strange thing that Regis Debray had gone to take part in the 
guerrilla activities in that South American country. Che suspected him and made 
him leave the guerrillas. Fidel Castro knew that the Frenchman was a blabbermouth 
but sent him nevertheless to join Che in his guerrilla operations. One must not 
forget the death of Camilo Cienfuegos. General Anaya told me that Castro and 
Debray were working together. The Frenchman purposely created the conditions that 
made Che throw him out and to have the Army capture him. This was all certainly 
planned together with Castro. Che became aware that the talkative Debray had 
revealed the exact location of the guerrillas and pinpointed the site of the guer- 
rilla headquarters. In his diary is inscribed this stark sentence implicating 
Debray's plan: "This Frenchman has blabbed everything...” The Bolivian ambassador 
knew the whole story and, undoubtedly because he did, was assassinated shortly 
thereafter. He knew the secret and had to die; and he died riddled by bullets in 
the streets of Paris. He knew of the hushed-up plot to eliminate Guevara. This is 
why I cannot believe anything Fidel Castro says. Debray was subsequently freed. 


[Question] Are you saying he was freed in exchange for his having betrayed 
commander Guevara? 


[Answer] There is nothing rare about that probably having been the pact. I sin- 
cerely believe that is why he was pardoned and allowed to leave Bolivia. He then 
went to France. Subsequently, Mitterrand appointed him his adviser on Latin 
American affairs. Fidel, in another bold stroke, appoints Alfredo Guevara, inti- 
mate friend of Regis, Cuban ambassador to the UN. And between them they are 
certain to have drawn up the communique in which France announced her solidarity 
with the guerrillas. 
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